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In a notice on p. 240 will be found a statement 
of the objects and work of the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Branch of the Board of Trade. 

The Branch has been moved from 50, Parliament 
Street to 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 

The Temporary Enquiry Office, hitherto at 49, 
Hastcheap, H.C., has also been moved to 73, Basinghall 
Street, H.C. 


All applications respecting subscription to the “ Board 
of Trade Journal,’ or the purchase of single copies, 
should be addressed in London, to Messrs. Eyre & 
Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fetter Lane, E.C., 
and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W,; in Edinburgh to Messrs. 
Oliver & Boyd; and in Dublin to Edward Ponsonby, 
116, Grafton Street. Copies may also be obtained from 
Messrs. G. Street & Co., Ltd., 30, Cornhill, E.C. 





OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADEs 


: BRITISH INDIA. 
GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS: INDIA OFFICE. 


The Secretary of State for India in Council is prepared to 
receive tenders from such persons as may be 

Engine Tyres. willing to supply— 

Engine tyres. 

The conditions of contract may be obtained on application to 
the Director-General of Stores, India Office, Whitehall, S.W., and 
tenders are to be delivered at that office by 2 p.m. on Tuesday, 
the 9th August, 1904, after which time no tender will be received. 
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et 


BRITISH: INDI A—continued. 


The South Indian Railway Company, Limited, are prepared to 
Railway receive tenders for the supply of— 
Material. eg Rails (50 Ibs.), 825 tons, and fishplates for 
oy e same. : 

2. Fishbolts and spikes, 60 tons. 

3. Switches sets 50, and crossings sets 75, 41} and 50 lbs. 
sections, with spare parts. 

Specifications and forms of tender may be obtained at the 
Company’s Offices, 55, Gracechurch Street, London, E.C. 

Tenders addressed to the Chairman and Directors of the South 
Indian Railway Company, Limited, and marked “Tender for 
‘Rails” or as the case may be, must be left with the Managing 
Director, not later than 12 noon of Tuesday, the 9th August. 

The Company are not bound to accept the lowest or any tender. 

A charge, which will not be returned, will be made of 20s. for 
each copy of the specification 1, and of 10s. each for Nos. 2 and 8. 

Copies of the drawings of switches and crossings may be 
obtained at the office of Sir George B. Bruce, No. 3, Victoria 
Street, Westminster, S:W., on payment of 5s. per sheet. 


CANADA. 


The following were among the recent enquiries relating to Canadian 
ie . trade received at the Canadian Government 
Enquiries relating Qce, Victoria Street, S.W., whence further 


to Canadian Trade. 5. fo»mation regarding them may be obtained :— 

Home Enquiries—Enquiry has been made for the names of 
shippers of apples and other fruit from Canada. 

A Scotch firm of paper-makers are seeking to extend their 
Canadian connection, more particularly in parchment, ‘grease-proof 
and blotting paper. 

The names of Canadian shippers of canned fruits are asked for 
by a person having a good connection with the trade and desirous 
of working on a commission basis. 

Supplies of roundwood dowel sticks in hard white birch from 
Canada have been enquired for. 

Canadian Enquiries——A Canadian firm of importers and com- 
mission agents desire to get into communication with a firm of 
seaming and roping twine’ makers not already represented in the 
Dominion who may desire to open up trade. 

A lumber company in the maritime provinces have asked to be 

laced in correspondence with importers of “‘ excelsior.” 

A Montreal firm with a long experience in the provision trade 
-arerwilling to act as agents for the sale of grocers’ sundries, or as 
buyers of butter, cheese, eggs, &c., for export. 

Note—For further: information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the High Commissioner for Canada, 


Victoria Street, S.W. 
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CANADA—continued. 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the Canadian 

vm , Section of the Imperial Institute, from the 

ey oe Curator of which Section further information 
* regarding them may be obtained :— 


Home Enquiries—A company manufacturing gelatine and 
grocers’ sundries desire information as to the best method of 
opening up trade in their goods in Canada. 

A firm wish to be placed in communication with Canadian firms 
prepared to take up the sale of machines, jointing materials, boiler 
specialities, manufactured asbestos goods. 


Canadian Enguiry——-A manufacturers’ agent in Montreal, who 
possesses a long established connection in the steam and plumbing 
supply trade, is willing to represent a first-class United Kingdom 
manufacturer of brass and copper tubes. He would also undertake 
agencies in boiler tubes and other heavy goods. 


Note.—For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the Curator of the Canadian Section 
of the Imperial Institute, 8. W. 





CAPE COLONY. 


The “Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette” of 8th July 

; contains a notice by the Municipality of Wood- 

ig BO tors at stock (Cape Town) of a proposal to borrow the 

’ sum of 260,000/. for certain public improve- 

ments, the most important of which are the construction of streets 

and the carrying out of a scheme of surface drainage. The 

proposal is to come up at a meeting of the ratepayers on the 
8th August. 

Statements showing details of the proposed expenditure, and the 
plans and specifications of the undertaking are open for inspection 
at the Municipal Office, Woodstock, and any communications in 
reference to the foregoing should be addressed to the Town Clerk, 
the Municipality of Woodstock, near Cape Town. 





STRAITS SETTLEMENTS. 


A report, dated 13th June, by the Registrar of Imports and 
Exports at Singapore, states that at an extra- 
Harbour Works. ordinary general meeting of the Tanjong Pagar 
Dock Company, Limited, held in Singapore on 
11th June, a resolution was carried empowering the Directors to 
borrow 7,000,000 dols. for proposed new developments of the 
Company’s property. 
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FEDERATED MALAY STATES. 


Tenders will be received up to noon on 24th August for the supply 
and delivery of tramcars, complete with motors, 
Tramcars. controllers, trolleys, &c., for the Municipal 
Council of George Town, Penang. Copies of 
specification, with form of tender and general conditions, can be 
obtained at the offices of Messrs, Preece & Cardew, 8 Queen Anne’s 
Gate, Westminster, London, 8.W., upon payment of a fee of 11. 1s., 
which will be returned on receipt of a bond-fide tender. Duplicate 
copies of the specification can be obtained on payment of 5s, (non- 
returnable). Sealed tenders, endorsed ‘Tender for Tramcars,” 
must be delivered to }Mr. R. M. Christie, 4, East India Avenue, 
London, E.C. 





GERMANY. 


H.M. Consul-General at Frankfort-on-Main, in his recent report 
remarks that it is regrettable that the British 
Automobiles. trade should have. taken no notice of the 
Frankfort Automobile Exhibition (see ‘‘ Board 
of Trade Journal,” of 26th November last, p. 394), which proved 
a very great-success, one of the models on show being ordered 
fifty times over. It is not surprising that the enterprise of most 
exhibitors should have been handsomely rewarded by numerous 
orders, as Frankfort was an ideal market; in spite of its great 
wealth, few automobiles had until then been owned, and the 
general interest in automobiles had been roused by the forth- 
coming race for the Gordon-Bennett Cup. So great was the 
success of the exhibition that immediately after its close steps were 
taken for the next German automobile exhibition to take place in 
Frankfort, and it is to be hoped that when the time comes British 
manufacturers will not again be conspicuous by their absence, 
though they have rendered their own chances more difficult by 
letting the first opportunity go by. Generally speaking the 
German machines seem to have found most favour with the public, 
which, on the other hand, preferred the French “ carrosserie,” 
which has never been a prominent industry in Germany. Any 
automobile manufacturer, however, hoping to vie with the German 
makers in future will have to make great efforts, as the automobile 
industry, more than many others, is suited to the German system 
of production, which combines industry and science to a remark- 
able degree. (Foreign Office, Annual Serves, 3,221.) 


NETHERLANDS. 


A despatch has been received at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade from H.M. 

Glazed Bricks. - Consul at Amsterdam, notifying the desire of a 
well-known firm in that city to be put into 
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communication with British manufacturers of glazed bricks with 
a view to purchasing if quality and price are satisfactory. 

Enquiries should be addressed to care of H.M. Consul, British 
Consulate, Amsterdam. 





BELGIUM. 


The “ Moniteur des Intéréts Matériels ” announces that tenders are 
; invited for the construction of a second railway 
Railway line between the stations of Bomal and Marlote 
Construction. The estimated cost of the first portion of the 
work is 799,747 francs (about 31,997/.), and of the second portion 
28,066 francs (about 1,123/.). A deposit of 40,000 francs (about 
1,6001.) is required to qualify any tender. 
Specifications may be obtained on payment of 1 franc (10d.) 
from ‘‘ La Bourse,” Brussels, where tenders will be received up to 
the 3rd September. 





SPAIN. 


The ‘‘ Gaceta de Madrid” of 27th July contains a notice calling for 
tenders, which will be opened in the Directorate 
Wool Waste. of the Central Establishment of “los Servicios 
administrativo-militares,” at the “ Doks 
(Factorias militares)” barracks, Madrid, at 10 am. on 18th 
August, for the supply of 225,000 kilos. wool waste for the 
stuffing of mattresses and pillows, at the upset price of 1 peseta 
(or about 7d.) per kilog. The sheet of conditions may be seen in 
the Office named. A provisional deposit of 5 per cent. is required 
to qualify any tender. Tenders may be for lots of 25,000 kilos. or 
multiples of that amount. Local representation is necessary. 


With reference to the announcement which appeared on page 389 
of the ‘* Board of Trade Journal” of 2nd June, 
Naval Stores. attention is called to the notice which appears 
in the “Gaceta de Madrid” of 27th July, 
stating that there were no tenders for the supply of the material 
necessary for works cn the cruiser “Cataluna,” and the tanks of 
the cruiser “ Isabel Segunda,” and the floating dock at the arsenal, 
and that tenders will be opened for these at 10.30 a.m. on 2nd 
September, simultaneously in the Admiralty Office, Barcelona, and 
in the Arsenal, Cartagena, in both of which offices statements of 
particulars and conditions may be seen. ‘Tenders would have to 
submitted through agents. 


With reference to the announcement which appeared on p. 534 of 
Electric Licht the ‘ Board of Trade Journal” of 23rd June, 
Plant 5 . attention is called to the fact that the “ Gaceta 
7 de Madrid” of 30th July contains a notice 
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SPAIN—continued. 


calling a second time for tenders for the installation and working 
for 20 years of an electric light supply to the town of Aviles, 
which will be opened at 10 a.m. on 12th September. Conditions 
are unchanged, and tenders should be sent in 24 hours before the 
time named. Local representation is necessary. 


The “ Gaceta de Madrid” of 31st July contains copy of a Decree 
authorising Mr. H. H. Chapman and two others 


: esti 4 to carry out surveys of an elevated railway, 
ons ‘ah -” approximately two kiloms. in length, from the 


The same issue of the ‘‘ Gaceta ” contains copies of calls for tenders 
Mooring Cables to be presented within a month and a half (from 
rong -~- thm ernly 29th July), in the office of the “Servicio central 
a YS. tecnico de Senales maritimas,” for the supply of 
certain chain cables and weights for anchoring buoys, with acces- 
sories, required for the buoys in the harbour of Ferrol. The 
‘“‘Gaceta” gives particulars of what is wanted and makes reference 
to the plans to be seen in the office named. 


The “Gacetas” containing the above notices may be seen by 
those interested on application at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., any 
day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. 


to 1 p.m.). 





ITALY. 


The British Vice-Consul at Spezia reports that sanction has at last 
Electric been obtained from the various authorities 
Tramway Plant. concerned to the project for an electric car 
service between Spezia and Portovenere, 
tapping all the intermediate suburbs and villages. When this 
project is carried out, it ought to prove a very paying concern, 
and an immense boon both to visitors and to suburban residents. 
At present the means of communication consisting of a diligence 
running between these two points four times a day and carrying 
out the postal service, are very inadequate. (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 3,222.) 





ROUMANIA. 


According to the German “ Nachrichten fiir Handel und Industrie,” 
a good harvest in 1902 afforded Roumania an 

a and excellent opportunity to add to her annual 
ease purchases in foreign countries. While all lines 

of trade felt the effect of this good harvest, watches were very 


railway station of Almeria to the Levante dock. 
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favourably affected. The trade in gold watches and gold chrono- 
meters was 3,125, 3,068, and 785 during the years 1902, 1901, and 
1900, respectively. Of the 3,125 watches imported in 1902, 
Switzerland supplied 2,781 and Germany 185.. The number of 
silver or other metallic watches was 30,144, 22,242, and 13,468 in 
the same years. Of the 30,144 imported in 1902, Switzerland 
supplied 23,906, France 3,082, Austria-Hungary 1,655, and 
Germany 1,045. The number of wall clocks and music boxes 
imported in 1902 is given only in weight, viz., 13,529 pounds. 
Of these Germany supplied 8,337, Austria-Hungary 2,683, and 
Switzerland 979 pounds. Of the so-called Black Forest clocks 
(Schwarzwalduhren) 35,501 pounds were imported in 1902, of 
which Germany furnished 25,853 pounds and Switzerland 4,980 
pounds. <A very noticeable gain in gold watches has been observ- 
able in recent years. Importations of this class of goods into 
Roumania from Switzerland have trebled in three years. 





OTTOMAN EMPIRE. 


In his report on the trade of Palestine for last year, H.M. Consul 
ais . at Jerusalem states with regard to the coal 
aie roe ™ trade that the price for ace of coal by 
Palestine. rail to Jerusalem, a distance of 54 miles, is 
14s. 6d. per ton, and if brought by camels the charge is the same. 
British coal, as well as Belgian and Turkish coal, is sold at Jaffa 
at from 1l. 8s. to 1/. 10s. per ton, according to the quantity in 
stock on shore, to which must be added the price of transport 
when sold in Jerusalem. The amount of coal, British and foreign, 
usually in store at Jaffa is about 2,500 or 3,000 tons. 

Turkish coal was first introduced into Palestine about three 
years ago, and Belgian has ceased to be imported during the last 
two years. Turkish coal is landed at Jaffa free of Customs duty, 
and this absence of duty, when viewed from the standpoint of 
competition with other foreign coal, may be regarded as equivalent 
to an indirect bounty. 

The superior oer of British coal, however, will generally 
give it the preference; and the growing scarcity of wood as fuel, 
and the introduction of industrial and agricultural machinery, 
which, as the country continues to develop will become a necessity, 
all hold out good prospects of an increased consumption of British 
coal in the future. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,223.) 


The Acting British Vice-Consaliat::Jaffa reports that it would be 
Wine Exvort advisable foriwihe merchants in the United 
Tr oat Kingdom .te@i send out there an expert for 

| studying the. question of exporting wine to the 
United Kingdom. The “ Jewish Golonisation . Association” pro- 


~ 
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OTTOMAN EMPIRE—continued. 


duce at Rischon (a village situated eight miles from Jaffa) 40,000 
hectolitres, equivalent to 880,000 gallons, per annum of good 
wines of different classes and qualities, the greater part of which 
is sold in Hamburg. 


Petroleum motors and their accessories for pumping water from 

wells for the purpose of watering the orange 

Oil Engines. gardens have been greatly used during the last 

three years; their introduction into this country 

is due to the Germans who sold about 80 of them. The British 

market followed, and sold about the same number up to the end of 
last year. 


There is an opening for agricultural implemen ts and machinery 
Agviesiurel a. — 7 sensibly eye in — 
Tuplemente ure, and not even one threshing machine 

exists in the neighbourhood of Jaffa. (Foreign 

Office, Annual Series, 3,228.) 


The British Vice-Consul at Van reports that British-made leather, 

Leather saddlery, &c., is much appreciated in that dis- 

Saddle fc trict, but its relatively high price is against it. 

*Y, SC. ‘If some British firm could put cheap and durable 

leather on the market there, it would, in the opinion of the Vice- 

Consul, compete successfully with the inferior articles now imported 
from France and Austria-Hungary. 


Another trade in which there ought to be an opening in Van for 

British wares is that of cheap fancy goods, in 

Fancy Goods. which at present, France holds the market 

(6,9001.). Playing cards, for instance, of which 

none are imported from the United Kingdom; fancy note paper 

(rather highly glazed); hand mirrors; stylographic pens; work 

baskets ; small articles in tortoiseshell and mother-of-pearl, would 
all find a ready sale. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,224.) 


MOROCCO. 


The following hints to exporters to Morocco are taken from a 
' report by the Spanish Consul at Fez :— 
Hints to é , 
Bapevters. The inhabitants of Morocco are strongly 
opposed to the adoption of European customs ; 
for this reason it is advisable that traders who wish to introduce 
wares into Morocco should obtaini.samples of goods manufactured 
by natives as well as of those of foreign manufacture which already 
command a sale in Morocco; these goods should be imitated as 
closely as possible. When an article sells well in Fez it should 
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not be modified in the slightest degree, for every change alarms 
the native trader, who is not accustomed to distinguish between 
different qualities, and is hostile to innovation. 

Goods should be carefully packed, as they have often to be 
transported long distances on camels or mules over bad roads. 
Moreover, packing-cases and barrels sell well in Morocco, and on 
this account native traders are always willing to pay any reason- 
able amount for the expense of packing. As goods have to be 
transported from the coast of Fez on animals, it is necessary that 
packages should not exceed a fixed weight. The maximum weight 
for a mule is 180 kilogs. divided into two loads; for a camel, 
250 kilogs. divided into two loads. Packages weighing up to 
600 kilogs. are conveyed on a species of litter borne by two camels. 
Goods of larger dimensions, such as machinery, are transported in 
large carts. 

The question of credit is a very important one; payments are 
generally made at two, four, or even six months from the date of 
the bill. German firms accord the longest credit. According to 
an old custom in Fez, it is usual for buyers to undertake to pay 
annual interest at the rate of 6 per cent., or even more, on accounts, 
in the event of their being unable to settle when the bill falls due. 

Correspondence should, as far as possible, be carried on in French, 
as the majority of the Jews established in Fez are conversant 
with this language. The despatch of samples and illustrated 
catalogues helps greatly to promote trade. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—HAWAII. 


H.M. Consul at Honolulu reports that the import of groceries into 

the Hawaiian Islands, from the United King- 

Groceries. dom is very small, and is decreasing. There 

are, however, certain articles that must still 

continue to find a market there, and the number would probably 

increase if the suggestion made by the Consul (see page 205) 

regarding price lists on a c.i.f. basis, in United States coinage, 
could be carried out. (oreign Office, Annual Series, 3,214.) 





CHILE. 


The “ Diario Oficial ” of Chile of 11th June contains copy of the. 

Railway Decree closing the contract between the State 

Ginniauntion and the ‘Trasandino Railway Construction 

and Plant Company, Limited (‘‘Compaiiia Constructora 
del Ferrocarril Trasandino Limitada ”). 

The Trasandino Railway Company, Limited (‘“ Compafiia del 
Ferrocarril Trasandino Limitada”), the proprietor of the line 
under construction from the town of Los Andes to the summit of 
the pass over the Cordillera by the way of Juncal, undertakes to 
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finish the construction as far as the junction with the line which 
is being made on the Argentine side from Mendoza to the summit 
of the pass. 

The construction and working of this railway is to be subject 
to the Law No. 1,588 of 14th February, 1908, and the Law 
No. 1,391 of Ist July, 1908, with the sheet of additions and 
explanations which have now been added. 

The State guarantees for 20 years five per cent. interest upon 
the amount of 1,350,000/., which may eventually be increased to 
1,500,0002. 

The ‘ Diario” containing the above may be seen by persons 
interested on application at the offices of the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., 
any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 





BRAZIL. 


In his recent report on the import trade of Brazil during the year 
Potted Meats 1902, H.M. Consul-General at Rio de Janeiro 
Fish. Fruits. & remarks that the high import duties naturally 
, 7" tend to curtail the demand for potted meats, 
fish, fruits, &c. Nevertheless, the success of other countries, par- 
ticularly of Portugal, in obtaining very considerable sales for them, 
should encourage British makers to give increased attention to 
their preparations. 


The consumption of many higher class provisions, such as British 
hams, cheese, biscuits, and even codfish, tends 
to diminish, in consequence of the smaller pur- 
chasing powers of the people. 

All exporters of provisions to Brazil must bear in mind that the 
presence in the goods of any deleterious substance, such as boric 
acid, renders them liable to be refused entry and to re-exportation 
under heavy penalties. (Koreign Office, Annual Series, 3,217.) 


JAPAN. 
H.M. Consul at Shimonoseki reports that a branch line from Usa 


on the Kiushiu Railway to Oita City, distance 

Railway Plant. 40 miles, has been officially sanctioned, also a 
short line of 14 miles from Kawasaki station, 

on the same Company’s line, to the coal mining district of Taito 


in Fukuoka Prefecture. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,219.) 


COREA. 
The British Vice-Consul at Seoul reports that Canadian lumber 
Canddtnce might find a market in Corea, for it is cheaper 
eiditian to import lumber from America than to bring ~ 
it down from Northern Corea. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 3,220.) 


Provisions in 
general. 
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FORTHCOMING EXHIBITIONS. 


CAPE COLONY. 


Adverting to the notice published in the ‘Board of Trade 
Journal” of 17th September last, respecting 


meg , the industrial exhibition to be held at Cape 
ae o Town from November, 1904, to January, 1905, 
Cape Town. 


attention is called to the fact that the last day 
for receiving applications for space from European firms is 15th 
August. 





SPAIN. 
Referring to the notice published on p. 110 of the “ Board of 

Exhibition of Trade Journal” of 21st July, and to previous 
Sineuel ‘Meatinatn notices respecting the forthcoming exhibition 

and Sebreniie of mineral products and hydraulic machinery 
M be toe at Barcelona, the Board of Trade have now 

t B iad received, through the Foreign Office, copies of 
a te aide programme (in French) of the 
exhibition, containing detailed particulars together with form of 
application for space. 

These programmes may be obtained upon application at the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall 
Street, E.C., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
(Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


H.M. Consul-General at Barcelona writes, in reference to the 
Customs and railway arrangements in connec- 
tion with the exhibition, as follows :— 

“The Minister of Finance has given a favour- 
able answer to the petition relating to the free 
af entry through the Customs of machinery and 

sas, bor edhege foreign goods destined for the exhibition. 

eee, “Foreign exhibitors in sending in their 
exhibits should make their declarations in accordance with the 38rd. 
disposition of the Customs Tariff and with Article 14 of the Cus- 
toms Regulations. j 

‘‘ The ‘ Norte,’ ‘ Medroden,’ and ‘Sud de Espana’ railway com- 
panies will fix, in common accord, a reduction of tariffs for goods 
destined for the exhibition, and also for exhibitors. 

“To the Congress of Exhibitors, in which there will be a special 
section for mining and hydraulic works, the railway company will 
issue tickets at reduced prices, so that the members may visit the 
mining districts and hydraulic centres. These excursions will be 
pre-arranged so that the exhibitors and congressmen may take 
part. The proprietors of the principal mines and hydraulic works 
in Catalonia and other parts of Spain have consented to their 
properties being visited.” 


Free Customs 
Entry of Exhibits 
and reduced 
railway tariffs for 
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Leghorn.—In his recent report (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 
3,208), the Acting British Consul at Leghorn writes that the rate 
of exchange has fluctuated but slightly during the year 1903, and 
has been very favourable to Italy. With the continued prosperity 
of the country and its improved financial condition there is every 
prospect that the rate of exchange will remain about its present 
level. This fact should be of importance to British merchants and 
manufacturers, who will thus be enabled to quote their prices in 
lire with very slight risk to themselves. Unless this is done, 
British merchants and manufacturers will always be at a dis- 
advantage in the competition with foreigners, who make their quo- 
tations in metrical weights and measures and in decimal coinage. 

Licata, Sicily—The British Vice-Consul at Licata, in his report 
for 1903, states that the machinery for that district is generally 
provided by Italy and Germany. Machinery, cloth, wool, linen, 
cotton, leather, and all other industrial British produce and 
manufactures might find a fair market in Licata, if British manu- 
facturers would adopt the system (as other European countries) of 
sending British Italian-speaking commercial travellers with their 
samples. 

Real British goods are gladly bought, especially by the upper 
classes, who have a preference for such as are of real British make, 
because of the good resisting colours and the strong substantial 
materials used by British manufacturers. (oreign Office, Annual 
Series, 3,213.) 

Trinidad and Tobago.—The Government Statist of Trinidad, in 
his report for 1902-3, recently laid before the Legislative Council, 
writes :—“ Speaking roughly, about one-third of the trade of 
Trinidad is done with the United Kingdom, while one-half is 
divided almost equally between the United States and Venezuela, 
so that these three countries account for five-sixths of our com- 
merce. Business relations with Venezuela, our nearest neighbour, 
are, however, somewhat erratic, being dependent upon the varying 
moods of that country on the subject of revolutions, prohibitive 
tariffs, &c. Trade with Great Britain is practically stationary, 
while that with the United States has increased over 41°4 per cent. 
compared with the average of the five years 1886-1890. The 
comparative proximity of the latter country, coupled with direct, 
regular and frequent steam communication gives it an advantage 
which has led the way to brisker commercial relations. But it 
may be also that the audacity of Uncle Sam in pushing his wares 
has helped to oust the more conservative British manufacturer. 
‘Tell us what you have and what you pay for it, and its short- 
comings, writes an enterprising Yankee firm, ‘and we will make 
you a superior article to exactly suit your tastes and requirements, 
at a lower price. This is the sort of bait that is held out, and as 
it possibly tends to drive British goods from the market, home, 
manufacturers might well consider this point.” 
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British Trade Abroad. 





Hawaii—In his report for the year 1902-03, H.M. Consul at 
Honolulu writes :— 

“The effect of the present tariff is, indeed, to reduce to the 
smallest point the imports from the United Kingdom. 

‘‘T would, however, state, in regard to opening up trade rela- 
tions with these islands, that British exporters would be more 
likely to obtain attention to their quotations if they would issue 
price lists in United State coinage instead of in English, and if 
they would quote for delivery in Honolulu, for instance, instead of 
a quotation in sterling for delivery in a British port. The calcula- 
tion required to compare sterling prices with prices of United 
States goods is so great that an English price list is unintelligible 
to a United States salesman without considerable calculation, 
and if the British exporter expects to obtain the full benefit of a 
low quotation, he must put it in an attractive form.” (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 3,214.) 

Dunkirk.—H.M. Consul at Dunkirk, in his report for 1903, com- 
ments adversely on the fact that many British manufacturers still 
continue to send catalogues abroad in the English language, and 
even directions how to use machines printed in English. 

Further on in his report, the Consul writes :— 

‘“With some newspapers it has almost become the custom to 
periodically attack the British Consul and to compare him un- 
favourably with his United States colleague. These attacks, in 
many instances, show a want of knowledge of the facts of the case. 
The writers are apparently unaware that British Consuls are chiefly 
appointed to ports where they have very important and onerous 
duties to perform in connection with the mercantile marine, a 
marine which contains half the tonnage of the world, and that at 
many ports his whole time is taken up in this work. A glance at 
the shipping tables at the end of this report will show the 
preponderant position occupied by the British flag at Dunkirk, 
the third port of France, and where no vessel under the flag 
of the United States has entered for years. Many United 
States Consuls are placed at the chief inland industrial towns, 
and, owing to . . . consular visés and certificates for all exports 
to their country, they are brought into intimate business relations 
with manufacturers and exporters, which not only enables them to 
get information from the documents produced to them, but also to 
oblige in many ways, and therefore these gentlemen are naturally 
willing to oblige the Consul in return by giving him information 
and opportunities to obtain information.” (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 3,216.) 

Germany.—In his report for 1903 (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 
3,221), H.M. Consul-General at Frankfort-on-Main, remarks that 
British trade papers and catalogues .of wholesale and retail 
houses appear of late to be despatched to Germany in greater 
numbers than formerly, and the German desire for information in 
trade matters, and the German inclination to purchase as cheaply 
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British Trade Abroad. 





as possible, secure for them a certain amount of attention, -but it 
is doubtful whether the retail catalogues, at least in their present 
form, will call forth any considerably increased number of orders, 
for in this respect the German public is spoiled. The German 
catalogues are published in a most attractive form and are 
copiously illustrated. Some of the foreign catalogues reaching 
Germany from sources other than British equal the German in 
this respect. Some catalogues, furthermore, coming from France, 
for instance, render a possible business transaction much more easy 
by their publication throughout in the German language, by 
giving measures and prices in German units, adding, in the latter 
instance, amount of duty payable. In view of the very keen home 
competition, a possible transaction, if seriously intended, must be 
rendered as easy as possible for. the purchaser, and it is for this 
reason that an easier mode of payment between the British seller 
and the German purchaser is desirable. 

The introduction of the “cash on delivery” system between 
the United Kingdom and Germany, if assisted by carefully pre- 
pared retail catalogues as indicated above, would undoubtedly be 
of great use to British manufacturers of certain classes of goods, 
more especially those termed ‘“ Luxus-Artikel” (e.g., fans, boas, 
certain leather goods, British silver, high class stationery, &c.). 
Owing to the German protection by Customs duties, prices 
there range higher, and there would be a natural tendency to 
order small parcels of goods, more especially as the duty payable 
on such small parcels would be insignificant. 

Genoa.—In his report just published (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 3,222), H.M. Consul-General at Genoa writes :— 

“ Commercial enquiries continue to be received at this Consulate- 
General in large numbers. These enquiries are always answered 
as far as possible. As I pointed out last year, in many instances 
much time might be saved to the enquirer if he in the first 
instance applied to the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade in London, where a list of most of the firms in 
Italy, dealing in different articles of commerce, is kept. 

‘‘ With a view to helping these enquirers and others, and for the 
furtherance of British trade in Italy, certain Consular officers in 
this country have from time to time suggested the establishment 
of a British Chamber of Commerce in Italy. The matter was 
recently taken up by the Commercial Attaché at Rome with the 
sanction and approval of H.M. Ambassador.” 

The Consul-General then proceeds to report the steps which led 
to the establishment of the Chamber, as noted in the last issue of 
the ‘ Board of Trade Journal,” pp. 157-8. 

Jaffa.—The Acting British Vice-Consul at Jaffa, in his report 
for 1903, writes :— 

“British commercial travellers very rarely frequent these parts ; 
two of them landed at Jaffa in 1903, and, after visiting Jerusalem, 
returned quite satisfied with the orders they obtained ; one repre- 
sented cloth and other articles, and the other hardware manufac- 
tures.” (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,223.) 
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TRADE OF CAPE COLONY. 


With. reference to the statement on pp. 160-61 of the “ Board of 
Trade Journal” for 28th July, the ‘“‘Cape of Good Hope Govern- 
ment Gazette” of 8th July, publishes statistics showing the 
value of the trade of Cape Colony for the three months ended 
3lst March, 1904, as compared with the corresponding period 
of 1903. The following tables show the total value of the imports 
and exports, including transit trade in both cases, of the principal 
and other articles into and from the Colony during the periods 
above-mentioned :— 


Imports into Cape Colony. 

















Three Months Three Months 
Principal and other Articles. ended 31st ended 31st 
March, 1903. March, 1904. 
Metals and metal manufactures (includes £ £ . 
iron, lead, machinery and hardware) 1,031,000 776,000 
Provisions of all kinds (includes butter, cheese, 
chicory, coffee, meats, sugar, and tea) é 1,016,000 668,000 
Wood, and manufactures of eens Surniture 
and cabinetware) eee 634,000 493,000 
Corn and grain, &c. (flour, maize, oats, wheat, 
and rice) que one 679,000 444,000 
Haberdashery and millinery eee 690,000 410,000 
Wearing apparel (includes hats) 589,000 269,000 
Provisions, oilman stores, &c. (.0.d.) .. 376,000 249,000 
Cotton manufactures 688,000 224,000 
Leather and leather manufactures (includes 
boots and shoes, and saddlery and harness)... 526,000 216,000 
Stationery (includes books) ... 236,000 156,000 
Woollen manufactures ... — 245,000 104,000 
Alcoholic beverages (includes wine, beer, and 
spirits) occ 218,000 98,000 
Carriages and other wheeled vehicles .. 151,000 77,000 
Drugs and chemicals ... =o. : 124,000 69,000 
Pipes, iron and earthen .. . 41,000 66,000 
Coal, coke and patent fuel ‘ 88,000 58,000 
Soap and candles.. ee 67,000 57,000 
Tobacco of all sorts ‘ 96,000 53,000 
Oil, mineral oe Wye 52,000 49,000 
Agricultural implements bie 102,000 41,000 
Arms and ammunition ... see 83,000 40,000 
Earthenware and crockery oa 61,000 32,000 
Cocoa and chocolate and confectionery ad 64,000 31,000 
Jewellery and plated ware (includes clocks 
and watches) -. 59,000 30,000 
Paints and colours (includes turpentine and 
varnish)... 43,000 25,000 
Cement odd 36,000 24,000 
Linen manufactures ries ons 33,000 13,000 
Bags, all sorts... ante oun 35,000 12,000 
All other articles of merchandise ona ons 1,550,000 1,057,000 
Total merchandise _ £ 9,563,000 5,841,000 
Articles imported for the Colonial Government 525,000 514,000 
Specie oes one pes eee eee ove 22,000 30,000 
Grand total, imports... £' 10,110,000 6,385,000 











NoTE.—The official figures of imports into Cape Colony are exclusive of 
imports by the Imperial Government. 
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Trade of Cape Colony (continued). 





Exports from Cape Colony. 














Three Months | Three Months 
Principal and other Articles. ended 31st ended 31st 
March, 1903. March, 1904, 
£ £ 

Gold (raw) see cee on és «e.| 2,421,000 3,691,000 
Diamonds . 1,262,000 ° 1,215,000 
Wool (washed, scoured, and in the grease) 526,000 537,000 
Ostrich feathers ... ove ose 207,000 246,000 
Hides and skins ... me ove - ane 106,000 109,000 
Hair, Angora... ove one 75,000 47,000 
All other articles of merchandise ee on 148,000 189,000 
Total merchandise ion £ 4,745,000 6,034,000 
Imported goods, re- vaste eee ove oes 134,000 94,000 
Specie — -_ one --| 1,086,000 669,000 
Grand total, exports ... £ 5,965,000 6,797,000 














COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH. 


MEETING OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE. 


A meeting of the Board of Trade Advisory Committee on 
Commercial Intelligence was held on the 28th July at the new 
offices of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board, No. 73, 
Basinghall Street, E.C. The members present were, Sir Alfred 
Bateman, K.C.M.G., in the Chair; Mr. H. Llewellyn Smith, C.B., 
Deputy Chairman; the Lord Strathcona and Mount Royal, 
G.C.M.G.; Mr. F. Brittain; Mr. T. Craig-Brown; Professor 
Wyndham Dunstan, F.R.S.; Mr. C. A. Harris, C.M.G.; Sir Alfred 
‘Hickman, Bart., M.P.; Mr. T. W. Holderness, C.S8.I.; Sir William 
Holland, M.P.; Mr. Algernon Law (of the Foreign Office); and 
Sir Albert Rollit, M.P.; with Mr. G. J. Stanley, of the Commercial 
Department of the Board of Trade, the Secretary of the Committee. 
Mr. T. Worthington, the Principal of the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch, was also in attendance. 

The Committee had before them the question of the despatch 
of further Commercial Missions in continuation of those recently 
undertaken to Persia and Siberia; and they also discussed and 
approved a Report to the Board of Trade with reference to the 
new Swiss and Roumanian and the proposed new Dutch Customs 
Tariffs. 
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TRADE OF THE FEDERATED MALAY STATES IN 1903. 


The following figures showing the value of the trade of the 
Federated Malay States in 1903 are extracted from the report 
of the Resident-General for that year. Comparative figures for 
the preceding year are added :— 


~S 





























Imports. Exports. 
State. teins 
1902. 1903. 1902. 1903. 
— _~ 
Dollars. | Dollars. Dollars. Dollars. 
Perak ish ote ---| 16,615,908 | 19,411,442 | 34,696,797 | 39,628,182 
Selangor... wi ---| 15,681,421 | 16,178,010 | 24,416,637 | 27,254,896 
Negri Sembilan ... «e-| 5,782,093 4,883,388 7,997,714 8,815,306 
Pahang... ove oni 754,279 954,447 2,237,858 2,771,316 
Total value of merchandise} 38,833,701 | 41,427,287 | 69,349,006 7 8,469,650 





Imports.—As must be the case in a country which is principally 
engaged in exporting raw produce (tin), foodstuffs, drinks, and 
narcotics form the chief category of import, reaching nearly 30 million 
dollars in value, an increase of more than 44 million over the value 
for 1902. The report notes that the average market prices of 
foods generally showed large increases, in the case of rice of nearly 
25 per cent., and that therefore quantities do not always show 
proportional rises and declines corresponding with values. 

Manufactured articles show an increase of 635,000 dols., and 
reached nearly 7 million dollars in value. The chief items were 
cotton piece-goods 1,860,000 dols., gunnies 874,000 dols., machinery 
598,000 dols., hardware, cutlery, 762,000 dols., telegraph and 
telephone materials 286,000 dols. 

As regards Exports, tin and tin ore contributed 714 yuna 
dollars, an increase of over 144 per cent. in value and of 7 pe 
cent. in quantity of tin, and over 10§ per cent. in that of tin in al 
It may be noted that Pahang sent out an increase of 2,000 pikuls 
of tin, 25,275 against 23,114 pikuls. 

Gold bullion from Pahang fell to 12,441 ounces, representing a 
value of 565,366 dols., a decrease of 7,113 ounces and of 170,000 
dols., but the export from Negri Sembilan rose from 199 ounces in 
1902 to 2,870 ounces in 1908, and in value from 7,000 dols. to 
98,000 dols. 

Sugar, almost entirely from Perak, amounted to 391,595 pikuls, 
valued at 1,807,679 dols., a decrease in quantity but an increase in 
value, as compared with the figures for the previous year, which 
were 421,880 pikuls and 1,705,504 dols. 

Coffee, chiefly from Selangor, increased in quantity from 62,583 
to 63,605 pikuls, and gives a decrease in value from 1,113,506 dols. 
to 1,059,824 dols. 

There was a large decrease in the quantity and value of padi and 
of rice exported, which mainly comes from Perak. The 1902 
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Trade of the Federated Malay States ia 1903. 





i 


figures were, respectively, 267,035 dols. and 23,268 dols., while 
those for last year are 26,438 dols. and 18,594 dols. This falling- 
off is due to bad crops generally, and to the disastrous harvest in 
Krian. 

The value of pepper exported fell from 481,523 dols. to 321,780 
dols., and the quantity from 14,985 to 9,997 pikuls. ‘Tapioca also 
shows a considerable decline in quantity and value, but the export 
of that product from Pahang rose from 4,668 pikuls to 7,855 
pikuls. 

Rubber was exported from Negri Sembilan to the value of 250 
dols. in 1902, and 3,718 dols. in 1903. 

Gambier exports reached 386,675 dols., a decrease of some 
25,000 dols. in value and of 3,000 pikuls in quantity; the 
decrease occurred in Negri Sembilan. 

Jungle guttas of all kinds rose in value from 41,000 dols. to 
68,000 dols., and quantity from 531 to 625 pikuls, Pahang alone 
contributing to the value of 53,000 dols., an advance of 19,000 
dols., and Selangor having a trade of 13,000 dols. compared with 
less than ‘1,000 dols. in 1902. 





TRADE OF THE CONGO FREE STATE. 


The Board of Trade have received from H.M. Minister at 
Brussels, through the Foreign Office, a copy of the Congo Official 
Bulletin containing the trade statistics for 1903. The following 
appear to be the most salient points in the tables :— 

he statistics of the import trade show an increase in value 
from 723,2361. in 1902 to 835,853/. in 1903, or 15 per cent. The 
share of Belgium is vastly superior to that of all other countries 
put together, amounting to 627,981/., while the United Kingdom 
comes second on the list with 95,631/., Germany third with 
25,5631., France fourth with 23,3741., and Holland fifth with 
19,6701. 

The value of the export trade increased from 2,002,780/. in 
1902 to 2,183,913/. in 1903, or 9 per cent. There has been a 
continued increase in the exportation of cocoa, coffee, and rice 
over 1902, amounting to 73,492 kilogs., 20,741 kilogs., and 
14,796 kilogs. respectively, while in 1903 5,917,983 kilogs. of 
rubber were exported, being an increase of 567,531 kilogs. over 
1902. 

The total value of the rubber export trade in 1903.is estimated 
at 1,893,754/. The exportation of copal increased by 2,243 kilos. 
over 1902, while that of ivory, arachides, palm oil, and palm nuts 
decreased by 64,353, 6,968, 129,859, and 254,514 kilos. respectively. 

Of the total value of last year’s export trade, Belgium received 
2,077,785l., leaving 106,128/. to be distributed among other 
countries, amongst which the United Kingdom imported (directly) 
merchandise of the value of 8,544. 
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TRADE OF MADAGASCAR IN 1903. 
The following particulars relating to the trade of Madagascar in 
1903 are taken from the official statistics of the colony received at 
the French Colonial Office, and published in “ La Feuille de Ren- 


selgnements ” for June :— 
The total value of the imports and exports, showing the share 


of France and foreign countries, was as follows :— 























| 
Imports. | Exports. 
From and To ae 
1902. 1903. 1902. 1903. 
Francs. Francs, Francs. Francs. 

France “i 31,321,869 | 27,844,958 6,195,909 9,884,545 
French Colonies 4,176,603 1,180,099 563,725 682,622 
Foreign Countries... 5,479,105 3,873,497 6,367,806 5,703,843 
Francs | 40,997,577 32,898,554 13,127,440 16,271,010 

zetal ac. We £| 1,639,903 1,315,942 525,097 | 650,840 











The subjoined table shows the value of the principal articles 
imported during the last two years :— 














Imports. 
ae 1902. 1903. 
Francs, Francs. 
Cotton piece-goods... ase oe ove ove oo | 11,120,300 | 10,999,141 
All other piece-goods, including made-up articles of 
clothing te von on soe ese one 938,886 838,799 
Provisions (includes meats, lard, flour, rice, vegetables, ) 

"c.) inn sé ode os sos abe oe | 7,319,345 4,196,928 
Beverages (includes wine, beer, alcohol, liqueurs) 5,502,856 4,552,515 
Iron and steel and manufactures thereof (includes 

machinery, tools, Fc.) ... -_ ids 3,019,994 2,204,309 
Coal ... a one ons bas e 999,343 600,184 
Cement and lime ... 1,033,212 970,919 
Soap and candles ... 491,708 523,633 
Paper and manufactures ... 449,559 399,767 
Household utensils... ~ 417,517 349,712 
Chemical products... .. | 406,482 345,261 
All other articles ... 9,298,375 6,917,386 

Total... ... | 40,997,577 | 32,898,554 








The value of the principal articles exported during the same 
periods was as follows :-— 

















Exports. 
—- 1902. 1903. 

Francs. Francs. 

Gold ... one oun eee 4,123,612 5,856,778 
Caoutchouc ... : so 545,630 2,581,439 
Cattle dee 4,401,250 2,475,185 
Rafia ... ose _ 1,039,150 1,818,368 
Hides... wie i 734,890 1,214,686 
Timber aes 300,982 655,380 
Wax... nan id sb xs ve oda Ki 789,519 556,018 
All other articles ...... ... ona wid nee 2-|. 1,192,407 1,113,156 
Total... .-.| 13,127,440 | 16,271,010 
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TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 216 of the 
Duty on Stripped “Board of Trade Journal” for the oth May 

ween Ppee last, reporting an increase of the duties leviable 
, on stripped tobacco imported into the United 
Kingdom, the Board of Trade have now received a copy of a 
General Order (No. 59 of 1904) of the Commissioners of 
Customs, notifying that a rebate at the rate of 13d. per lb. 
is to be allowed on any increased duty paid on or after the 19th 
July, in respect of any stripped tobacco deposited in a bonded 
warehouse (including that actually imported and entered for 
warehouse) before the 20th April last, or which was on the high 
seas consigned to a United Kingdom port on that date. 


TRANSVAAL. 


With reference to the notice published on page 548 of the ‘“ Board 
of Trade Journal” for 17th December, 1903, 
pecans a respecting the free importation under section 
Importation of 4 of Proclamation No. 63 of 1903, of any goods 
eileen a or articles (except spirits) the growth, produce, 
Mosambique ana ° manufacture of Mozambique or British 
British Central Central Africa, into the Colony of the Transvaal, 
Africa the Board of Trade have now received a copy of 
a further Proclamation (No. 37 of 1904) dated 
June 23rd, 1904, amending section 4 of the above-mentioned Pro- 
clamation No. 63 of 1904, by the addition of the following words: 
‘* Provided the elements or chief constituent parts of such pro- 
ducts or manufacture are the products of the soil of the Province 
of Mozambique or of British Central Africa.” 


AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 


The Board of Trade have received, from the Acting Agent-General 
for New South Wales, at the instance of the 
State Government and the Government of the 
Commonwealth, a copy of a Notification, in 
which it is stated :— 
“In connection with the Federal Customs 
sate — duty of 3d. per lb. on advertising matter sent 
to Australia and the concession hitherto made 
in regard to the admission duty-free of single copies of such 
publications received from export houses for the use of merchants, 
that on and after 1st September next such concession will cease, 
and the aforesaid duty of 3d. per lb. on single copies of catalogues 
and price lists sent through the post will be levied, by means of 
a postal surcharge, which will be collected by the postal officials 
before delivery of the packet to the addressee.” 








Imposition of 
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Tariff Changes and Customs Regulctions. 





EGYPT. 


The Egyptian “ Journal Officiel ” for the 18th July contains the 

Valuation Tariff following revised Valuation Tariff* for use in 

for Sugars. assessing import duties on various kinds of 

sugar, which was to come into operation on the 

14th July, and to remain in force until the 18th October next, or 
until denunciation :— 








~: Valuation per 
Kinds of Sugar. 100 kilo He 
Crystallised or moist, from Russia, in single or double bags Milliémes.f{ 
(gross weight) oes 1°040 
Crystallised or moist, from all countries other than Russia, in 
single or double bags (gross weight)... one oce one 1110 
Powdered or centrifugal, of any origin .... ise eae ose 1:140 
Crushed, of any origin on eee ose one 1°170 
Cubes of any origin, in boxes (net weight) eee one ons 1°240 
Loaves = a ra aed Sas éne nee 1°340 








* For particulars as to the nature of these Egyptian Valuation Tariffs, see 
“ Board of Trade Journal” for the 19th March, 1903, pp. 589-90. 

+ Duty is levied on these valuations at the rate of 8 per cent. 

¢ 1,000 millicemes= £H 1 = 11. Os. 6d. 


GERMANY. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
Tariff information to the effect that the following 
Classification alterations have been made in the official list 
‘governing the ciassification of articles under 

the German Customs Tariff. 

Mixed spirits and tinctwres—medicines.—Mixed spirits which are 
declared on importation as “ medicines,” apparently with a view to 
avoid payment of the import duty on the alcohol contained therein, 
and alcoholic tinctures in respect of which a similar attempt is 
apparent, are dutiable as “ spirits,” especially when they contain a 
proportion of alcohol or drugs differing from those of regularly 
prepared medicines or tinctures of the kind declared. 

Liquid ammonia (including Dzondi’s), when alcoholic, is dutiable 
at the rate of 300 marks per 100 kilogs., under No. 31 (e) 1 of the 
Tariff, whether perfumed or not. 


FRANCE. 


The French Customs Department have recently decided that 
boiler disincrustant compositions with a dye 
base are dutiable on importation into France 
s ‘dye extracts,” the rates of duty on which 
are as follows :— 








Import Duty on 
certain Boiler 
Compositions. 

Frs. Cts. 

Black and violet... 100 kilogs. 10° 00 

Red and yellow dad = 15 00 
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Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 





ROUMANIA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
— copies of telegrams from H.M. Chargé d’A ffaires 
R arouses toed at Bucharest and from H.M. Acting Consul- 
*P "General at Galatz, to the effect that the export 
of maize from Roumania has been prohibited by Royal Decree 
from the ist August. It is understood that prior contracts will be 
respected, provided that the papers relating thereto are deposited 
before the 4th August. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The following is the substance of some Decisions affecting the 

ii aes application of the United States Customs 

“i Tariff, which have recently been issued by 
Decisions. the Treasury Department at Washington :— 

Ichthyol, which is free of duty under paragraph 626 of the 
Tariff, is the commercial or trade name for ammonium ichthyol- 
sulfonate, a non-alcoholic medicinal preparation of chemical origin. 

Japanese saké, an alcoholic beverage made from rice, is dutiable 
as an unenumerated manufactured article, at the rate of 20 per cent. 
ad valorem, under section 6 of the Tariff. [This reverses a previous 
decision, reported at page 552 of the “Journal” for the 18th 
June, 1903. | 

Landing of excessive sea stores.—The imposition of duty on 
excessive sea stores is to be regarded as a penalty intended to pre- 
vent the abuse of the exemption accorded to such stores, and not 
as the placing of such excessive sea stores on the same footing as 
regularly imported merchandise. Inasmuch as entry of excessive 
sea stores for consumption in the United States is not permitted 
by law, there is no authority for the landing of such stores. 

Imitations of foreign coins—The Act of 1891 prohibiting the 
importation of imitations of coins issued as money by foreign 
Governments, applies only to imitations of coins of comparatively 
modern times, such as could be passed as money, and not to coins 
of antiquarian interest. 

Copper rollers, cylinders of copper 14 inches long and 4} inches 
in inside diameter, are dutiable as copper pipes, at the rate of 
24 cents per |b., under paragraph 176 of the Tariff. [This reverses 
a decision reported in the “ Journal” for November, 1899.] 

Hoop steel, put up in coils 125 feet in length, is dutiable as hoop 
ane under the provisions of paragraph 128 of the Tariff, and not 

“hoop steel, . . . cut to lengths,” under paragraph 129. 

an ‘feathers. —Feathers which are used for purposes of 
ornament, though imported in a crude state, come within the pro- 
vision in paragraph 425 of the Tariff, imposing a duty of 50 per 
cent. ad valorem on “ ornamental feathers.” 

















































ye 2 a eet ee Mi ro 














Pans 


| 
' 








Aug. 4, 1904.) THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 215 


i eee 





Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—continued. 


yp stock.—1. A composition made specially to order and 
importa for use in making soap—the article being fitted only for 
such use—is not entitled to free entry under paragraph 568 of the 
Tariff as “grease and oils, such as are commonly used in soap 
making ” unless it be shown that the composition in question is 
commonly used for soap making. 

2. A mixture of castor and olive oils and oleic acid, castor oil 
being the component of chief value in the mixture, is dutiable at 
the rate of 35 cents per gallon, the rate of duty chargeable on 
castor oil under paragraph 83 of the Tariff, by virtue of the 
provision in Section 7 of the Tariff, that, “on articles not 
enumerated, manufactured of two or more materials, the duty shall 
be assessed at thé highest rate at which the same would be 
chargeable if composed wholly of the component material thereof 
of chief value.” 

Also the following :— 








Paragraph of 
the Tariff Rate of 
under which Duty. 

dutiable. 





Glass prisms or U-drops, moulded in an iron mould ‘ Dols. Cts. 
and ground to remove roughnesses, and afterwards 
polished by heat; dutiable as “articles of glass, 


ground ” ow ges .100 60 X% ad val, 
Celiuloid toy boats ; " dutiable as “é toys” = 418 35 on 
Saddletrees, used only as framework for riding saddles ; : 

dutiable as parts of saddles ... 447 45% 5 
Welsh quarry tiles, small square tiles uniformly 

known as “quarries”; dutiable by similitude as 

“brick, other than fire brick” 87 25% ss 


Ferrochrome, Serrotungsten, ferromolybdenum, ferro- 
vanadium, alloys of iron and mineral substances ; 
dutiable by similitude at the rate yo perepn to 
ferro-manganese... ¢ oe 122 ton 4 09 

Pure amyl acetate ; ‘dutiable as a fruit ether .. ose 21 lb, 2 00 











Eagle, in the district of Alaska, has been designated a sub-port of 
entry; and the sub-ports of Mary Island, 

ey ware Dyea, Circle City, Unga, Karluk, Cook’s Inlet, 
eS, CRF: aed Orca, in the same district, have been 


abolished. 





BRAZIL. 
The Brazilian ‘“ Diario Official” for the 15th June contains the 


text of a Brazilian Law, promulgated by decree 

Freedom of Com- on the 11th June, which declares the inter- 
merce between change of merchandise between the various 
the States of the States and municipalities of Brazil, including 
Union. the Federal District, to be free from all 
duties. The following are the principal 

provisions of this Law :— 
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Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 





Article 1.—Trade in national or foreign merchandise passing 
between the States of the Union or between the States and the 
Federal District, whether by sea, land, or river, is free from all 
Federal, State, or municipal duties from the date of operation of 
this Law. The impost authorised by Article 9, Section 1*, of the 
Federal Constitution is excepted from this provision. 

Article 2.—Saving the provision in Article 9, Section 4, para- 
graph 3f, of the Federal Constitution, the States are only entitled 
to levy taxes or duties on foreign merchandise or on merchandise 
produced in other States of the Union under the following’ 
conditions :— 

1. When the merchandise has become incorporated with the 
internal trade of the State. 

2. When the taxes or duties fall with absolute equality on 
similar merchandise produced within the State. 

Article 8.—Foreign or national merchandise which has no 
counterpart in the production of a State, can only be subjected to 
taxation when it has become part of the retail trade of that State, 
or after sale by the importer. 

Article 4 imposes similar restrictions on the levy of duties by 
municipalities, and Articles 5 to 10 provide for legal redress in 
the case of duties wrongfully levied. 

Artwle 11.—The present Law is to come into force in the entire 
Union upon the promulgation of the necessary regulations. 

Article 12.—All legislation to the contrary is revoked. 





SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT. 


GERMANY. 


H.M. Consul-General at Frankfort reports that the proposal, 

which has already twice been abandoned, for 

New Canal Bill. the building of artificial waterways to unite the 

Prussian Rivers with each other, has recently 

again been presented to the Diet in a revised form. The new Bill 

is divided into two parts, the purpose of the one being to supply 

sufficient protection against the dangers of inundation, the other 
dealing with the waterways proper. 





* This section permits the several States to levy exporé duties on merchandise 
of their own production. 

+ This paragraph permits the several States to levy import duties on foreign 
goods only when intended for consumption in their own territory ; the amount 
of duties so collected to be paid into the Federal Treasury. 
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Shipping and Transport. 





The provisions of the Canal Bill proper include the grant of 
197,100,000 marks for the construction of a ship canal from the 
Rhine to Hanover; 43,000,000 marks for a canal navigable for 


large ships from Berlin to Stettin ; 21,100,000 marks for improve- 


ments of the canals between the "Oder and the Vistula, as well as 
of those of the Warthe, and for the opening of the Netze to Posen ; 
18,900,000 marks are apportioned for the canalisation of the Oder 
from the point of junction with the Neisse to Breslau. 

H.M. Consul-General goes on to say there is no doubt that 
the construction of these canals, even in their present limited 
form, will materially benefit home agriculture and industry, for the 
carriage by canal would be a great deal cheaper than by rail, and 
the charges for transport have, for purposes of competition, 
become of paramount importance. The price of railway freight 
from Ruhrort to Mannheim is, for instance, for coal, 7 marks 
90 pf., and by water 2 marks 75 pf., although the natural water- 
way there used exceeds the railway line by 26 kiloms.; from 
Stettin to Berlin the charge by rail amounts to 4 marks 20 pf., by 
water to 2 marks 30 pf.; the freight for grain from Bromberg to 
Berlin amount to 13 marks 90 pf., by water only to 6 marks 
20 pf., &ce. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,221.) 


FRANCE. 


In his recent report, H.M. Consul at Dunkirk remarks that as 
ag ae enquiries are addressed to the Consulate 

- Dunkirk 5° respecting the rate of exchange at which 

i cheques can be purchased on London, it may 
be useful to repeat the information given in previous reports that 
the usual charge at Dunkirk is 1 c. (although occasionally it has 
been 14 c.) in the 1/. higher than the Paris rate for cheques on 
London as quoted daily in the London papers. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 3,216.) 








FRENCH INDO-CHINA. 


A despatch has been received at the Board of Trade from H.M. 

Subsidised Minister at Bangkok, reporting that a contract 

7 cemeaaange ate OR has been concluded between the French 

’ administrators of the maritime provinces of 

Kampoh and Hatien, and a French firm at Bangkok, providing for 

a subsidised bi-monthly steamer service for passengers and mails 

along the eastern littoral of the Gulf of Siam, to run in connection 

with the already existing one steamer service between Saigon and 
Bangkok. 

The service will cover the ports and islands of the west coast of 
Cochin-China and Cambodia from the mouth of the Cai-Lon on the 
south to the northern limit of French possessions bordering on 
Siam. 





eileen SOT En 
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MINERALS, METALS, AND MACHINERY, 


BRITISH INDIA. 


In its issue of the 9th July, the “ Times of India” remarks that 
one of the most important ‘questions ‘to be 


zi Pag ial _ determined in connection with the scheme 
Cok Lie ea ‘for working the iron deposits in the Central 
6- g. Provinces is the possibility of profitably 


coking the local supplies of coal. At the present time, owing to 
the small demand for metallurgical purposes, no more than 
800,000 tons of coke are manufactured in India every year, and 
this is made in kilns; which not only produce an inferior coke, but 
do not recover any of the bye-products. In a recent issue of the 
“Records of the Geological Society of India,” Mr. T. H. Ward, 
A.M.I.C.E., the officiating Superintendent of the Hast Indian 
Railway Company’s collieries at Giridih, examines the question 
whether it will pay to introduce modern methods of coke-making 
into the coal-field,in a paper of considerable importance. The 
modern methods of coke-making are of a twofold character— 
there is the non-recovery process, where the chemical bye-products 
run ‘to waste ; and the recovery process, where they are extracted 
and prepared in a marketable form. Taking the non-recovery 
oven first, Mr. Ward claims that it would produce a greater yield of 
coke, with less ash, at a third of the working charges now incurred. 
The successful working of the recovery process is dependent upon 
two factors, the proportion of nitrogen in the coal and the price of 
sulphuric acid in Calcutta. Taking the latter point as favourably 
settled and allowing for.the recovery of 20 lbs. of sulphate of 
ammonia a ton—an allowance Mr. Holland, Director of the 
Survey, says is reasonable in view of the results of the assays— 
Mr. Ward shows that “recovery” ovens would prove highly re- 
munerative, notwithstanding the considerable initial outlay. There 
is a strong demand for ammonium sulphate, the principal sub- 
stance extracted from the volatile bye-products of coal, as a 
fertilizer. Java alone imports some 24,000 tons a year, chiefly for 
the sugar plantations, and there is not the slightest doubt that the 
whole output from Indian coke ovens would be easily sold at highly 
remunerative prices. The profits on tar extracted would also, Mr. 
Ward thinks, be much greater than in England, because the whole 
of the tar and pitch used in India has to be imported. 


CAPE COLONY. 


In a recent communication Mr. Rowbotham, Correspondent at 
, Port Elizabeth of the Commercial Intelligence 
American Cement Branch, writes as regards the cement trade :-— 
at Port Elizabeth. ‘It may interest manufacturers to learn that 
America is now cutting into this trade. I hear a shipment has 
been sold to this port, and it is interesting, as it will be, I under- 
stand, the first shipment of American cement to come here.” 
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‘AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 
According to the annual report of the Department of Mines, New 
South Wales, the value of the mineral produc- 





a of tion _of the State for the year 1903 was 
New South Wales. 6,059,486/., this being a net increase of 


421,341. over that of the previous year. All 
the principal minerals show satisfactory increases in value. 

The production of gold from ores, &., mined in the State 
during 19038, was 295,778 ozs. crude (equal to 254,260 ozs. fine), 
valued at 1,080,029/., as compared with 190,316 ozs. crude (equal 
to 161,255 ozs. fine) valued at 684,970/., for the preceding year. 
A statement of the yield obtained by dredges during the past four 
years shows an increase from 8,882 ozs. in 1900 to 27,238 ozs. in 
1908. The chief centre of the gold dredging operations is in the 
Araluen division. There were fourteen plants at work there at the 
close of the year, and they contributed 53 per cent. of the value 
of the yield obtained by this branch of the industry. 

The total quantity of coal produced in New South Wales to the 
end of 1903 is estimated at 109,741,916 tons, valued at 44,021,103. 
The production for 1903 was 6,354,846 tons, valued at 2,319,660., 
as compared with 5,942,011 tons, valued at 2,206,598/. for the 
previous year. 

The total production of kerosene shale for 1903 was 34,776 tons, 
valued at 28,617/., this being a decrease of 28,104 tons, and 31,1001. 
in value, on that of the previous year. 

The estimated net value of silver, silver-lead, ccntinivetes, ores, 
&c., for 1903 was 1,501,403/., and with lead and zinc added, the 
total value was 1,626,5761., or an increase of 128,1141. in the value 
of the output as compared with the previous year. 

From ores raised in the State during the year, the value of the 
copper produced was 431,1861., as compared with 308@231. for the 
previous year. The quantity of tin-ore obtained by the dredges 
during the year amounted to 244 tons, valued at 20,1001. 

The interest mentioned in the report of the previous year as being 
evinced in the dredges working for tin was maintained throughout 
1903. At the close of the year there were six plants equipped 
primarily for saving tin at work, while three dredges were saving 
tin as well as gold. Several additional plants were on the point of 
starting operations, and others were in the course of construction. 
The output of tin ore during the year 1904 is therefore likely to be 
largely augmented from this source. 

The estimated quantity of diamonds won during the year was 
12,239 carats, valued at 9,987/., an increase of 244 carats, but a 
decrease of 1,339]. in value, as compared with the output of 1902, 
a considerable decline having occurred in the price of the stones. 

The estimated value of the production of noble opal in the White 
Cliffs division was 100,000I., as compared with 140,000/. for the 
previous year. The known opal-bearing area had been worked 
and re-worked, and the decrease in the production was due to the 
partial depletion of the deposits already opened. 
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Minerals, Metals, and Machinery. 
FEDERATED MALAY STATES. 


An extraordinary issue of the “Selangor Government Gazette ” 
dated 28th June contains the text of an Enact- 





> feed 


ae a i ment (No. 19 of 1904) to amend the law 
meni relating to Mining in the State of Selangor. 
eo. A later issue of the “ Gazette” contains the 


text of rules made by the Resident under the above Enactment. 
The ‘ Gazettes” containing the above Enactment and Rules, 
both of which came into force on the Ist July last, may be con- 
sulted on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., any day between 
the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. and 1 p.m.). 


RUSSIA. 


In his recent report, H.M. Consul at Batoum gives the following 
table showing the quantities of manganese ore 














—— Ore exported from Batoum during the year 1903 
Ty: to the countries named :— 
Country. Quantities. 
Tons. 
Russia... os pes aes nw a sue ans — 53,420 
Netherlands _... so nia vols or aes nae nad 50,900 
Belgium... ose see Se one vF be ae adhd 5,125 
_ - -_ _ sn ti 109,445 








The British Vice-Consul at Poti reports that the stock of man- 
ganese ore lying at Tchiatouri at the end of 1903 was over 
323,000 tons, mostly of choice quality, and the market prices 
varied from 6 to 7 copecks per poud (14d. to 2d. per 36 English 
Ibs.), less am allowance of 15 to 20 per cent. on the weight for 
waste. Steamers are loaded almost entirely at Poti from waggons 
coming direct from Tchiatouri. 

At the next meeting of the committee of manganese producers 
and dealers, to be held at Kutais, the question of applying to the 
Ministry of Ways and Communications to reduce the present rail- 
way rate between Tchiatouri and Sharopan, which is now levied 
at 7 copecks per poud (2d. ptr 36 English lbs.) for a distance of 
38 versts, or 22 miles, will be considered. (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 3,206.) 





FRANCE. 
The following tables, showing the production of coal, coke, and 
Coal. Coke. ang Patent fuel in the Departments of Pas-de-Calais 
. and Nord during the first half of the current 


Besse chars year, compared with the corresponding period 
ee me vv of 1903, have been prepared from figures trans- 


and’ Nord, mitted by H.M. Consul at Calais :— 
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FRANCE—continued. 


Production of Coal. 





































































Coal. 
Basin. Number 
First half | First halt | % Pie 
of 1903. of 1904.* 
Tons. Tons. 
Pas-de-Calais ... 8,186,352 8,084,606 §2 
Nord .. 3,101,543 | 3,138,534 48 
Total ... 11,287,895 | 11,223,140 130 
* Approximate figures. 
Production of Coke and Patent Fuel. 
| 
° | Coke. Patent Fuel. 
Be 
asin. - 
First half First half ‘First halt First half 
of 1903. of 1904.* of 1903. of 1904.* 
Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. 
Pas-de-Calais 425,659 419,403 179,942 193,032 
Nord... 337,777 343,343 248,315 262,578 
Total 763,436 762,746 428,257 455,610 

















* Approximate figures. 


H.M. Consul at Dunkirk reports that owing to the absence of 
f strikes in 1903 the French collieries were able 
om reer : to meet the demand in that district; in fact, 
— Dunkirk is too near the northern French coal- 
fields to allow British coal to compete on favourable terms with 
French coal. No German coal has ‘been imported at Dunkirk. 
A consignment’ of about 1,000 tons of coke from Germany was 
shipp ed from Dunkirk in the spring of this year (1904) for the 
United States. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,216.) 
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FRANCE-INDO-CHINA. 


The following particulars of the output and sale of coal from the 
asd Outent: te Hongay Mines in Indo-China during the year 
of Hon P Mines 1903, compared with the two preceding years, 

gay Mines. 36 taken from “La Feuille de Renseigne- 
ments,” the official organ of the French Colonial Office :— 
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—. 1901. 1902. 1903. 





Metric tons. | Metric tons. | Metric tons, 
Output of coal mi a oan ast 248,622 316,618 267,333 
Manufacture of briquettes “ ves 60,824 77,721 37,877 
Sale of coal in Indo-China oe ere 17,076 25,729 25,815 
- » foreign countries... ose 188,924 } 167,748 197,664 
~ briquettes in Indo-China vi 44.690 53,997 51,858 
m - » foreign countries ... 14,674 4,434 6,841 




















ITALY—SICILY. 


With reference to the notice on p. 172 of the last issue of the 
‘‘ Board of Trade Journal,” a memorandum has 
Sulphur Trade. now been received from H.M. Consul at Palermo 
in which it is stated that the exports of sulphur 
from Sicily during the twelve months ended 30th June last, 
amounted to 505,629 tons, as compared with 484,850 tons in the 
similar period of 1902-3. 
The stock of sulphur remaining in Sicily at the end of June 
last, was 278,025 tons, as compared with 287,878 tons and 276,589 
tons respectively on the same date in 1903 and 1902. 


VENEZUELA. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
Minister at Caracas, on the subject of the new 
New Mining Code. Venezuelan Mining Code, which was decreed 
to take effect as from 19th April last. The 
following, writes H.M. Minister, is a translation of some of the 
more important Articles of the Code affecting foreign interests :— 

Article 18. Persons who, according to Venezuelan law, are 
capable of acquiring property (excepting those named in the fol- 
lowing Article), may obtain mining concessions, but the conces- 
sionnaire, or the Company which he may form, will always be con- 
sidered as Venezuelan, even if all or some of its members be 
foreigners, and they will be subject to the jurisdiction of the 
Tribunals of the Republic in all affairs which are caused and occur 
in its territory, and they may never allege, with regard to matters 
relating to mining concessions, any right whatever, in any form, 
of their being foreigners, and they will have only those rights and 
means of defending the same which the laws of the Republic grant 
to Venezuelans. In consequence, foreign Diplomatic Agents 
cannot have any interference whatever in said matters. 

Article 61, paragraph 3. For a mine to be considered as in 
exploitation, it is required that at least 10 workmen are employed 
daily on it. 

Paragraph 4. If the work of exploitation of a mining concession 
be suspended for a period of one year consecutively, or for intervals 
of more than one month, which, added up, represent the same 
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period one year, the concession will also be annulled, to be 


published in the manner indicated in the first part of this article. 


Paragraph 5. For the periods referred to in this article, equal 


‘lapses will be allowed for time lost through force majeure or 


accidents legally proven. 

Article 63, paragraph 1. The mining concession which has not 
paid for six ‘months the imposts referred to in Titulo 10‘of this 
Code, will be declared absolutely null and void. The Minister of 
Fomento will make the corresponding declaration, which will be 
published in the “ Official Gazette.” 

Article 96. Every mining concession of vein or lode, of what- 
ever nature, will pay as mining tax two bolivares annually for 
each hectare, be the surface national or private property, and, if in 
exploitation, it will pay a further three per cent. on its gross 


‘product. 


The mining concessions for alluvial gold, in whatever form, will 
pay 10 per cent. on the gross product of their exploitation, and. 


further, the mining tax of two bolivares per annum per hectare, 
‘whether the surface belong to the nation or to a private owrier. 


Article 121. No transfer of a mining concession can be made, 
nor will it be valid, without the previous permission of the Féderal 
Executive, and under no condition can transfers be made to foreign 
Governments or States, nor can these be admitted as partners, any 
stipulation made for this purpose being null and void and becoming 
extinct at once according to law. 

Article 127. All titles to mining concessions for veins or lodes, 
together with contracts with the Federal Executive for the ex- 
ploitation of alluvial gold, which are in force—granted in Ccon- 


formity with the laws in force at the time of granting—are 


revalidated, adapted, and subjected to the provisions of this Code 
from the date of its promulgation. 

The owners of titles to which this Article refers must, to give 
effect to the final part of Article 109, present to the Ministry of 
Fomento a topographical plan of their mining property, made by 
a Venezuelan surveyor or engineer and certified by the “ guard- 
aminas ” on the same scale (1/2, 500) and under the same conditions 


as determined in Article 40. This must be done within six months 


from the beginning of this Code. If not complied with, they will 
have to pay a fine of 5,000 bolivares, and in that case the Ministry 


of Fomento will order the making of the plan. 





JAPAN. 


Hi ‘M.. Consul at Shimonoseki reports that the city council of. that 


place invited tenders in November last for 


— pom 2 2,000 tons of 14-inch iron pipes, and the tender 
Pines’ | of the Taneguchi ironworks, in Saga Prefecture, 

Pee at the price of 13,3401., was accepted. Hight 

firms tendered, including two American, one British and one 


Belgian. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,219.) 
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YARNS AND TEXTILES. 


ITALY. 


The British Vice-Consul at Turin reports that the increase in the 

Cotton Manu- --aacodianai of cotton goods in that city con- 
metanes of Saem. The import of grey cotton, deducting the 
amount in transit, increased in 1903 to 147,265 tons, as against 
141,308 tons in 1902. 

It was in 1903 that the production was most notable, but the 
tendency is still on the increase. 

Owmg to the coming abolition of nightwork, manufactories 
are being enlarged. The exportation of spun goods was about 8 
per cent. more than the preceding year. 

Worthy of notice is the new increase in the exportation of 
coloured woven goods, which rose from 9,618 to 12,682 tons. 
The prices of the products were in general higher than in 1902 in 
relation to the increase in prices of grey cottons; the manufac- 
turers were unable, however, to obtain all the difference in the 
increase which had shown itself in the grey cottons. Notwith- 
standing this almost all the manufacturers show a good balance. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,222.) 





AGRICULTURE, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 

; from the inspectors and officers of Excise in the 

Corn Prices. 

week ended the 30th July, were as follow:— 

Wheat... ven fa vot oe. oe 
Barley... ove oe oe 198. 9d. 
Oats oe ‘in sin ae eS 8 

For further particulars see p. 232. 





NATAL. 


The annual report for 1903 of the Durban Chamber of Commerce 
states that on account of the continued drought 
Tea Industry. at the commencement of the season 1903-04, 
the manufacture of tea in Natal was consider- 
ably delayed, but the heavy rains which have since fallen have 
produced large flushes. It may be estimated that about 4,000 
acres are now being picked from throughout the Colony, and if 
good rains continue to the end of the season 2,000,000 Ibs. may be 
realised as the total output for the year. 
The additional acreage of tea planted during the season is 
probably not more than 800 acres, bringing the total area under 
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tea cultivation to 4,800 acres. The smallness of the extension is 
wholly due to the shortage of labour. Hstates have suffered great 
inconvenience from this cause, and intended extensions have been 
mostly abandoned. If a fair supply of further labour is available, 
and good rains fall, next season may safely be expected to exceed 
all former records. 





GERMANY. 


H.M. Consul-General at Frankfort-on-Main reports that among 
the agrarian endeavours to raise the farmers’ 
revenues generally, and the prices of grain in 
particular, must be reckoned the foundation of 
agricultural unions, and it must be admitted that, generally 
speaking, these agricultural societies in Germany are flourishing. 
Some among them at least have rendered good services, such as 
the “ Kinkauf-und Credit-Genossenschaft,” “ the central office for 
the traffic of spirit ” (Centrale fiir ‘Spiritus Verwerthung), which 
have succeeded in considerably raising the prices. The Sugar 
Ring, too, had fulfilled its purpose, until the change of legislation 
robbed it of all importance. On the other hand, those unions 
which endeavoured to oust the middleman, and which were 
intended to secure to the farmers the middleman’s commissions 
that were deemed excessive, have so far not been followed by the 
success which was expected from them. This also applies to the 
selling unions of meat and meat products and to the Berlin 
Central Milk Bureau and to the Corn-house Unions. (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 3,221.) 


FRANCE. 

H.M. Consul at Dunkirk reports that during the season 1903-04, 
up to 3lst March, the production of sugar in 
France amounted to 768,442 tons, a reduction 
of 47,903 tons compared with the preceding 
season. On the other hand, there has been a 
very large increase in the production of alcohol from beet. At 
the end of February (first five months of the season 1903-4) it 
amounted to 23,550,000 gallons, against 10,830,000 gallons in the 
preceding corresponding period. 

It is reported that the acreage under beet this year will show a 
falling-off of from 15 to 20 per cent. 

The consumption of sugar in France from lst September, 1903, 
to the end of March, 1904, is reported to have been 446,052 tons, 
as against 270,298 tons in the similar period ending March, 1908. 
The French consumer has to thank the Convention for a reduction 
of close upon 2d. per lb. in the retail price of sugar. (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 3,216.) 


Agricultural 
Unions. 





Sugar Production 
and 
Consumption. 
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Agriculture. 





SPAIN. 


The following particulars of the production of olive oil in Spain 
are taken from a report issued by the Spanish 

Production of Minister of Agriculture, reproduced in the 

Olive Oil. ‘“‘Moniteur Officiel du Commerce :— 

In 1903, the area of land devoted to the 
cultivation of olives amounted to 1,333,303 hectares, an increase 
of 173,042 hectares over the average for the last ten years. The 
production, however, shows a decrease, being 1,975,803 quintals, 
as compared with an average of 2,195,743 quintals during the 
last ten years. 

A large portion of the oil produced is consumed in Spain. The 
remainder is sent to France, chiefly to Nice, Aix and Salon, 
where it is refined and, mixed with oil produced in Provence, con- 
sumed in France, or exported to other countries. 

NoTE.—Hectare = 2°47 acres. Quintal = 220} lbs, 


OTTOMAN EMPIRE. 


In his report on the trade, &., of Palestine for 1903 (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 3,223), H.M. Consul 
Proposed Revival at Jerusalem remarks that since 1866 the cul- 





= eeehan tivation of cotton may be said to have ceased 
ssa in those parts, although before that time it was 


carried on, more or less, all along the coast, 
from the town of Gaza near Egypt to Tyre in North Palestine, 
which represents a tract of land about 100 miles in length and 
from 5 to 20 miles in breadth. He adds that there is no reason 
why, with care and attention, the cultivation should not be revived. 
The great fall in prices, after the termination of the American 
civil war, caused the natives to abandon the cultivation. The 
export from the Palestine coast, just before the American war, 
averaged 20,000 bales; it was white grown and of short staple, 
but inferior to that of Egypt. 

After the outbreak of the civil war in the United States in 
1861, about 50,000 okes* of American cotton seed were sown in 
Palestine. The result obtained .was not favourable, inasmuch as 
the seed required irrigation, and, in the district of Nablous, 
water for the purpose was wanting. Indigenous seed, as it needs 
no irrigation, was found to answer better than foreign, which 
appears to have also been affected by the climate. 

The latitude of Palestine, 30-33 degrees, comes well within the 
cotton-growing zone of the American Continent, and ought to be, 
as far as climate and soil are concerned, up to a height above the 
sea of nearly 1,000 feet, a suitable field for production. The 
general character of the soil is clayey; the time for planting 
April, and that for picking September. The land is held princi- 
pally by small proprietors; the remuneration to labourers is about 
ls. a day, but arrangements could be made with the peasantry 


for the sowing. 
* 1 oke = 23 lbs, 
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Agriculture. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
On the subject of beet sugar, H.M. Consul at Portland writes in 
B his annual report, that Oregon gives no bounty 
oe ee the production of beet but Washi 
ediiaaliiie on the production of beet sugar, but Washing- 
ton and Idaho grant a bounty of 43d. per |b. 
The following statistics of production in those States are 
furnished by the owners of the factories :-— 





1903. 





Factories. Area Beets | Sugar 1902. 1901. 1900. 
Plan- Har- Pro- 
ted. | vested. | duced. 





Acres.| Tons. Lbs. Lbs. Lbs. Lbs. 
La Grande, Oregon ...| 2,800 | 12,021 | 2,807,700] 4,535,300 | 3,214,000 | 1,989,000 
Waverley, Washington| 3,500 | 23,000 | 5,400,000) 3,676,600 | 2,640,000 | 1,132,506 
Sugar City, Idaho ...... 3,500 | 31,392 | 7,400,000 — — — 























Total ... «| 9,800 | 66,413 |15,607,700] 8,211,900 | 5,854,000 | 3,121,506 





(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,207.) 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—HAWAII. 

H.M. Consul at Honolulu reports that the cultivation of sisal in 
the Hawaiian Islands, has received an impetus 

Sisal Cultivation. owing to the satisfactory prices now obtained 
for the product in San Francisco. The 

difficulty heretofore has been in finding a near and remunerative 

market for the surplus output, after supplying the local wants for 

cordage, but this appears to be at an end now. 

A company has been established having a plantation of 800 
acres at Sisal, Oahu. The price said to be obtained at present in 
San Francisco is 74 c. per lb. f.o.b. there. 

The cultivation of the plant is being taken up on other islands, 
particularly at Mana, on Kauai, at Haiku, on Maui and on 
Molokai. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,214.) 


JAPAN. 

The British Vice-Consul at Hakodate reports that the item of fish 
manure imported into that port last year shows 

Fish Manure. a substantial increase of some 50,0000. in value 
and 8,000 tons in quantity. This article is 

imported exclusively from Saghalien, where its preparation affords 
employment to many thousands of Japanese fishermen. The state 
of war now existing betweeu Japan and Russia will presumably 
put a stop to the industry, and, as a consequence, great loss will 
be occasioned both to the lessees of the fisheries and also to those 
who have been employed in the industry. (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 3,218.) 
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MISCELLANEOUS, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 28th July, 1904, 

Cotton Statistics. was 18,577, and the number imported during 
the 30 weeks ended the 28th July was 

1,720,747. As regards exports, the figures are, for the week 

ended the 28th July, 1904, 6,193 bales, and for the 30 weeks, 

247,773. 

For further details see p, 232. 


The following Inspectors of Weights and Measures have passed 
the examination provided for in the 11th 


oo of Section of the Weights and Measures Act, 

‘ua “are 1889 :—Isaac Burley, Dewsbury ; George Ban- 

* field Cole, Hull; Richard James Newcomb, 

Parts of Kesteven, Lincolnshire; Frederick Stevenson, Notting- 
hamshire. 





BRITISH INDIA. 


The following particulars concerning paper mills in India have 

p Mill been received at the Board of Trade through 

aper as the India Office :— 

There are nine paper mills in operation—four in the Bombay 
Presidency, four in Bengal, and one at Lucknow. Of the nine, 
two are private concerns in the Bombay Presidency, whose capital 
is not reported. The capital invested, so far as information is 
obtainable, amounts to Rs. 65,33,000 (of which Rs. 55,63,000 is 
paid up), besides Rs. 7,00,000 debentures, and shows a decrease of 
6 lakhs, compared ‘with 1902, owing to the reconstitution of the 
Imperial Paper Mill at Kanknara as a branch of the Titagarh 
ans Mills Company, Limited. Most of the white and blue fools 
cap and much of the blotting paper, note paper, and envelopes 
used in the Government offices is now obtained from the Indian 
mills. The total quantity of paper made in 1903 was nearly 44 
million Ibs., and its reported value Rs. 59,14,799. The mills 
employ 4,523 persons. ‘The capital employed has been trebled in 
twenty years, since 1884, and the production and number of 
persons employed have increased about five-fold. But in recent 
years there has been a depression in the paper-making industry in 
Bengal, owing to the importation in large quantities of cheap paper 
made from wood-pulp, which is of more attractive appearance, if 
less durable, than paper made from grass, gunnies, and rags in the 
Bengal mills. 

The following table shows the number of paper mills, the capital 
and. labour employed, and the production of paper in India during 
each of the last five years :— 
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Miscellaneous. 
Nominal | Daily Production 
Number] capital | average ; 
—_——— of mills | employed | number * 
at work. | (as far as jof persons 
known). jemployed.| Quantity.| Value. 
Rs. lbs. Rs. 
1899... poe 8 67,72,000 | 4,436 | 44,428,440) 62,40,905 
BOOBs, oi « ans 8 70,22,000 | 4,871 |45,940,591| 62,51,748 
1901... ase 9 73,20,000 4,978 | 46,713,125) 65,838,724 
1902... 8 73,20,000 | 4,865 | 46,654,883 | 64,38,319 
1903 9 | pid ne ipoes 4,523 | 43,633,870) 59,14,799 
ay £122,200 . AN tp 




















Trade in 1903. 





BRITISH HONDURAS. 


The following table, showing the value of the imports and exports 
of British Honduras during the last three years, 
is compiled from figures contained in the report 
on the Colony, recently issued by the Colonial 











Office :-— 
Imports (including bullion Exports (including bullion 
and specie). and specie and re-exports). 
a 
1901. 1902. 1903. 1901. 1902. | 1903. 
Dols. Dols. Dols. Dols. Dols. Dols. 
United “2 oem” 373,506| 837,300; 468,915]; 635,913] 417,262] 339,293 
Colonies ... 3,941 920 2,592 — — ah 
U.S. of America.. 731,137 | 662,624) 938,414|) 595,285| 723,059 | 1,116,597 
Other countries ...| 118,618} 226,959} 368,055 |} 156,400} 221,889] 897,291 
Totals... »e+| 1,227,202 | 1,227,803 | 1,772,976 || 1.3887,598 | 1,362,210 | 1,853,181 





























Alluding to the increased amount of Customs duties collected, 
the Acting-Governor, in the report referred to, writes :— 

‘This increase is mainly ‘attributable to the enhanced spending 
power of the population consequent on the abnormal increase in 
the output of the wood-cutting industry, owing to the demand 
which has sprung up in the United States within the last two 
years for mahogany and-cedar, and-to the facet that that market is 
taking small wood, which in the ordinary course of events would 
have been allowed another twenty years to mature. 


“Tt is doubtful whether the wood supply of the Colony 


can 


stand for many: years the strain which is now being put on it, so 
that the increase in imports and Customs revenue is lable to col- 
lapse at any time unless steps are taken to develop the fruit and 
other industries. by means of frequent and direct. communication 


with other markets.” 
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Miscellaneous. 


MAURITIUS. 
The Board of Trade have received from the Government of 
Wireless Mauritius a copy of Ordinance No. 33 of 1903, 
Telegraphy which was assented to by the Acting-Governor 
Rewulations of the Colony on 19th November, 1903, 
: regulating the erection and use of stations and 
machinery for wireless telegraphy. 

By Section 1 of the present Ordinance it is provided that “no 
telegraphic or electrical station, apparatus, machinery, or imple- 
ments whatsoever, for the purpose of electrical communications, 
transmission, emission or reception of messages, by what is 
generally known as ‘ wireless telegraphy,’ between any places in 
Mauritius, or between any place in Mauritius with any place out 
of Mauritius, shall be erected or used in any place in Mauritius, 
whether on public or private property, without the sanction of 
the Governor previously obtained.” 

Any person contravening the above provisions is liable to a fine 
not exceeding 5,000 rupees, and to have the apparatus, &c., 
confiscated. 








URUGUAY. 
The following tables, showing the value of the foreign trade of 
Uruguay in 1903, are taken from the “‘ Monte- 
Trade in 1903, video Times” of 10th May. Figures for the 
two preceding years have been added for pur- 
poses of comparison :— 









































Imports. 
— 1901. 1902. 1903. 

Dollars.* Dollars.* Dollars.* 

Drinks in general . ie we «| 2,284,627 1,990,367 1,786,176 
Comestibles, cereals and spices ... ---| 5,129,837 5,048,319 4,833,518 
Tobacco and cigars ae oni a 231,823 208,909 252,229 
Soft goods and materials . ae ---| 3,936,184 4,511,764 5,078,362 
Ready-made clothing io ke nel "954, '333 1,055,256 1,179,783 
Raw material and machinery ... we} 7,755 510 7,346,662 8,162,091 
Various _ wn ind eos me te ‘576, ‘905 2,554,393 2,845,384 
Live-stock ... is aed -_ - 822.7 13 801,677 966,423 
Total... ale oe ..| 23,691,932 | 23,517,347 | 25,103,966 

eine 
ee 1901, 1902. 1903. 

Dollars.* Dollars.* Dollars.* 

Live-stock ... we - 473,422 611,945 859,648 
Slaughter-house products... one | 25,931,115 | 29,737,992 | 33,832,374 
Agricultural products... sit ose 572,668 2,458,827 1,921,441 
Other products... ee _ on 619,551 603,972 525,621 
Various articles... eee ‘ia aad 6,493 37,614 18,587 
Provisions for vessels hee ose oon 127,877 152,162 160,238 
Total... rans oon | 27,781,126 | 33,602,512 | 37,317,909 





* Uruguayan ieee 4s. 3,',d. (about). 
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Miscellaneous. 





COREA. 


In his report on the foreign trade of Corea for the year 1903, the 
einen British Vice-Consul at Seoul, states that. it was . 
Devdeoment: * record year both for imports and exports. 
tg The value of the trade amounted to 2,827,3811., 
currency system of which 1,859,876/. represents imports and 
aaanal 967,505/. exports (practically all to Japan). 
; To this must be added the gold export, amount- 
ing to 557,006/., making a grand total of 3,384,3871. Customs 
duties amounted to 146,255/. The foreign trade of Corea has gone 
on increasing rapidly during the past few years. ‘This continued 
growth, in spite of political unrest and the lamentable condition 
of the currency, shows the possibilities of expansion under a 
reformed and stable system. 

Another cause for satisfaction lay in the fact that the year was a 
healthy one, and no necessity arose for the enforcement of quarantine 
regulations. Corea is a country with a good climate, and were due 
regard paid to sanitation, could easily be rendered comparatively 
free from epidemics. Moreover, the soil is fertile and, properly 
developed, the resources would yield abundant profit. Nothing is 
further from the truth than that Corea is a poor country. 

The Nippon Yusen Kaisha and Osaka Shosen Kaisha improved 
their services to Corean ports during the year, putting larger 
steamers on the run. Japan takes practically all the gold that 
Corea produces for export (556,985/. worth in 1903), and in return 
sends a large quantity of cotton goods, matches, silk piece-goods, 
saké and tobacco to the Peninsula. 

For the development of new industries the first essential is that 
the currency system should be reformed and placed upon a sound 
basis, bnt the responsible Corean officials are slow to grasp 
elementary economic facts; advice and assistance from without 
would appear to be necessary before any effective legislative or 
monetary improvements can be instituted. 

The native industries are for the most part conducted on a small 
scale and with primitive methods. Under proper auspices much 
might be done in the way of starting modern manufactures. 

The Coreans themselves enjoy much pecuniary benefit from the 
railway works now in progress and from the gold mining operations 
conducted by foreign syndicates. They are thus furnished with 
an object lesson on the advantages of adopting modern methods of 
labour. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,220.) 
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Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 


and 30 Weeks ended 28th July, 1904. 


STATISTICAL TABLES. 












































Week ended yoy Week ended phen 
ame 28th July, | osth July, || 2% JY» | osth July, 
. 1904, , 1904, 
IMPORTS. EXPORTS, 
(Bales.) (Bales.) 
No. No. No. No. 
American ... =e dale 10,945 1,201,850 2,508 146,547 
Brazilian eee eee eee 392 76,112 — 3,577 
East Indian ... ove ove 6,742 157,304 2,628 39,290 
ee a — 248,957 1,036 53,802 
Miscellaneous eee om 498* 36,524 21 4,557 
_ one eee 18,577 1,720,747 ! 6,193 247,773 
* Including 115 bales British West Indian. 
Corn Prices. : 
Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter 


of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors 
and Officers of Excise in the week ended 30th July, 1904, and 
corresponding weeks of the seven previous years pursuant to the Corn 
Returns Act, 1882. 





Average Price, 








Wheat, Barley. Oats. 
ae” . & 4d 
Week ended 30th July, 1904... wae 19 9 17 10 
Corresponding week in— 
1897 ... eco eve eee eco ooo 39 6 | an 18 ll 
1898 eee eee eee eee eee eee 35 7 26 ll 20 7 
1899 ... eee ose eee eee ooe| 24 10 20 9 18 0 
. SES ee eee eS 23 10 19 4 
1901 eee eee eee eee eee see 27 6 238 1 20 0 
1902 wae see eee see ses eee 31 8 25 0 22 10 
1903 eee eee see eee see eee 28 ll 21 0 18 6 














* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 








he 
a 
ia 
i 
a 
3 
x 
; 








Aug. 4, 1904.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 233 





GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of June, 1904, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a cost, in the present instance, 
of 1s. per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from 
Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, 
London, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. Oliver 
& Boyd, Edinburgh ; or Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street, 
Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the “‘ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign Countries 
and British Possessions” for the year 1903, in two volumes, 
may be purchased at a cost of 7s. 1d. for the first, and 5s. 
for the second volume, at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. ‘This publication, which contains much more detailed and 
exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly 
Accounts, gives Abstract Tables for the years 1899-1903, and 
detailed statements of imports and exports of each article (from 
and to each country) in the first volume, and in the second volume 
details as to customs duties, trade in coin and bullion, tranship- 
ments, and articles in bond, and particulars of the trade of the 
United Kingdom with each foreign country. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 
This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade about the 


16th of each month. The following are among the more im- 
portant articles which appear in the number issued on the 16th 
July:—State of the Labour Market in June; Strikes and 
Lock-outs and Conciliation and Arbitration Boards in 1903; Rock 
Drills and Lung Disease ;*Mines and Quarries in 1903; Prices of 
Bread, Wheat and Flour; Co-operative Wholesale Societies ; 
Prices of Coal and Iron; Legal Cases affecting Labour; Home 


Office Order; Meal Hours in Iron and Steel Foundries, &c., &c. 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following is a résumé of some of the more interesting 
subjects dealt with in Consular Reports of the Annual and 
Miscellaneous Series issued since the last number of the “ Board of 
Trade Journal.” 

ANNUAL. 
No. 3,236. Trade of Bulgaria for 1903. 
Notable increase in value of _—_ agricultural machinery, cottons, 


trade: imports by 15 per cent. wearing apparel, umbrellas, 
and exports by 4 per cent. shoes, &c. 

Italian competition in cottons Cotton growing. 
less severe; opening for Indian Tables of imports and ex- 
cotton prints and yarns. ports, with remarks on character 


Trade revival: opening for of trade. 
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Government Publications. 





No. 3,237. 


* Coal imports 771,414 tons, 
of which 665,570 tons came 
from United Kingdom. 
Condition of linen trade. 
Combine of sewing cotton 
manufacturers. 
Branch of German bank 


established. 


Trade of Barcelona for 1903. 


Details of port accommoda- 
tion and appliances. 

Particulars of S.S. lines 
calling at Barcelona. 

Returns of imports, exports, 
and shipping. 


This publication also contains reports from Alicante, Burriana 
and Castellon, Denia, Gandia, Port Mahon, Palma, San Feliu de 
Guixols, Saragossa, Tarragona, and Valencia. 


No. 3,238. Trade, Finance and Agriculture of Guatemala for 1902-3. 


No revival of trade notice- 
able in 19038, the country still 
suffering from disasters ex- 
perienced during the preceding 
year. 

Import duties are now in 
many cases almost prohibitive. 

Since 1897 the value of the 
exports has exceeded that of 
the imports. 

The export of bananas is in- 
creasing, and provided suffi- 
cient labour can be obtained, 


their cultivation should prove 
to be remunerative. 

The development of the tim- 
ber industry is hampered by 
the lack of sufficient means of 
transport. 

Summary of concession 
granted by the Government 
to a syndicate of American 
and Canadian capitalists for 
the termination of the Northern 


Railway. 


This publication also contains reports from Livingston and 


San José. 


No. 3,239. 


Tabular statement of chief 
imports into Rome from the 
United Kingdom during 1899- 

1903. 
' Notable increase in exporta- 
tion of works of art. 

Projected railway lines which 


will be subsidised by the 
Government and _ provincial 
authorities. 


Trade of Central Italy for 1903. 


Comparative table of the 
average rate of exchange on 
London during the last five 
years. 

Statistics relating to divi- 
dends paid by some of the 
more important banks and in- 
dustrial concerns in Rome. 


This publication also contains a report from Civitavecchia. 





q 
e 
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Government Publications. 





No. 3,240. Trade of Savannah for 1903. 


Principal feature was the 
high prices prevailing, during 
the latter part of the season, 
for cotton, lumber, resin, tur- 
pentine, and phosphate rock. 

Marked decline in Swedish 
and Norwegian sail tonnage: 
British shipping slightly in 
excess of the previous year. 

New process for obtaining 
inferior turpentine from pine 


knots, roots, &c., which have 
hitherto been allowed to go to 
waste. 

Caution to British traders in 
reference to charters. 

Shipping business at Charles- 
ton greatly hampered by the 
unfavourable railway conditions 
which prevail. 

Imports, exports and ship- 
ping returns. 


No. 3,241. Trade of Paraguay for 1903. 


Country shows signs of pro- 
gress: land has increased in 
value, and imports and exports 
are growing. 

Increase of 243,906/. in value 
of imports : British trade main- 
tains the leading position. 

Tables showing in detail the 


different articles, with their 
values, imported from Europe 
and other countries. 

Cotton exported for the first 
time. 

Review of financial measures 
adopted by the Government. 


No. 3,242. Trade of North Formosa for 1903. 


Total trade amounted to 
3,270,6631., showing an in- 
crease of 62,2841. 

Large decrease in import of 
opium, owing to stringent re- 
gulations enforced by the 
Government to control the 
opium habit. 


Details of principal imports. 

Remarks on tea trade : large 
increase in quantity exported, 
but decrease in value. 

Particulars of railway work. 

Import, export and shipping 
returns. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
No. 617. Railway Systems of Brazil. 


Description and condition of 
railway systems. 

Brief account of growth, de- 
velopment, and actual state of 
the main systems. 

Statistics of financial position 
of railways in 1901, with sup- 
plementary remarks. 


Details of expropriation of 
guaranteed railways. 

Contemplated construction 
and extension of lines. 

Sketch maps of the different 
systems. 
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Government Publications. 





OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


Africa, No. 11 (1904). Final Report of the Uganda Railway 
Committee. [C.D. 2,164.] Price 4d. 


This is the final report of the committeeZappointed by Lord 
Salisbury in September, 1895, for the purpose carrying out the 
construction, under Government auspices, of the Uganda Railway. 
The report contains a summary of the work of the committee, and 
a brief account of the manner in which the undertaking has been 
carried out. 


Census of England and Wales, 1901. General Report with 
Appendices. [C.D. 2,174.] Price 2s. 8d. 


This publication contains a summary of Census legislation 
during the past century and a detailed examination of the results 
of the Census of 1901, the figures relating to which have already 
been published in the separate volume of summary tables, 





COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 
The following Reports’ relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions issued 
since lst January, 1904, may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & Spottis- 
woode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 




















Annual. 
No. Place. Price. 
413 British Guiana... seb soe oe on yee one 3d. 
ao Cyprus am. Sin sat a ed we ee ‘ati 3d. 
— Bahamas... ms a ee ae me sie os. 1 2S OS 
414 Jamaica... ees seo ee wi — one i 53d. 
415 Falkland Islands ... _ we eae sien wie om lid, 
416 Leeward Islands ... hed ake ws oie ae ‘nial 8d. 
417 British Honduras ... bes ota o0e ae ioe _ 24d. 
418 Bermuda ... yee ed ‘sé we - ee ae 2d. 
Miscellaneous. 
No. Place. Price. 





26 Northern Nigeria. Report on Mineral and Vegetable 


Products... 2d. 
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Government Publications. 





LIST OF FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


Tue following Reports of H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers, 
which have been issued in the Annual and Miscellaneous Series since 
lst January, 1904, may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


The titles of the Miscellaneous Series are printed in italics. 








No. Place. Price|} No. Place, Price 
EUROPE— 3186 | Hamburg oe +1903) 34d, 
Austria-Hungary: 3137 | Pomerania _... ooo ister 1h ee 
3199 | Austria-Hungary _ ...1903} 13d.|| 3198 | Prussian Estimates, 1904-5) 1d. 
3233 | Trieste and Lissa wee 55 | 24. || GOL | Technical Instruction in 
Germany : Special Schools 
Belgium : and Courses for Mechan- 
3125 | Antwerp: Shipping and ical Engineering and 
Navigation ... .»-1903) 1d, Electro-Technics ... we] 44d, 
3116 | Belgium: Finances and 602 | Textile Technical Schools in 
Commerce in 1902 and Germany: Development 
Budget Estimates for 1904) 2d. of the Textile Industries...\ 5d. 
604 | Canals and other Navigable 603 | Technical Schools in Ger- 
Waterways of Belgium ...\11}d. many for Special Branches 
612 | Customs Tariff of Belgiwm } 1d. of the Metal Industries ...| 3d, 
7 608 | Special Schools for Ship 
Bulgaria : Engineers in Germany ...| 23d. 
3236 | Bulgaria ... 1903) 1d. || 609 | Technical Instruction in 
Naval Architecture and 
Denmark: Engineering in Germany..| 24d. 
3113 | Denmark (Supplemen- 611 | Navigation Schools in Ger- 
: tary) ... ne ...1902} 4d, many _e uten ...| 1d. 
3119 | Denmark (Financial 613 | Projected Rhine - Neckar - 
condition) “dl 14d. Danube Ship Canal wee| 3d. 
3180 | Denmark ...1903) 33d.|| 615 | Special Technical Schools 
$138 | Iceland... 1900-02} 13d. for the Ceramic Industries| 1}d. 
616 | Fishing Trde of the Weser 
France and French Colonies: Seaports ... ii eee} Ld. 
3226 | Algeria ... ---1903) 23d. 
3184 | Bordeaux Wen oe 9p | See Greece: 
8176 | Brest ... 2. ewe gy: |:L$d.|] 3179 | Cyclades -+-1903) 14d. 
3146 | Calais ... oan eos 5) | 24$d.|| 3126 | Greece: Finances 7d. 
3149 | Cherbourg wn wee 5, | 2$@.|| 3156 | Morea and Provinces 
3181 | Cochin-China ... oa « tia of Atolia and Acarn- 
3216 | Dunkirk one ade ag! ania ... oon cco 9p 1 LOG 
3172 | French Budget for 1904 2d. || 3148 | Thessaly one acs pe 
3171 | Havre ... 1903) 3d. || 3166 | Pirzeus ... oid ooo wp | 1K 
3117 | Indo-China ... 1902} 1d. 
3164 | ,, . .- 1903-04) ld. Italy : 
3230 | Marseilles .-.1903} 24d.|| 3239 | Central Italy ... ---1903} 14d. 
3130 | Nantes... _ oo» 9 | Ld. || 3222 | Genoa ... io ané: 0a) ae 
SBOL i Nice 2.0. nee we 5, | 3d. || 3120 | Italy: Finances ook: op ft oo 
3147 | Pondicherry & Karikal ,, | 1d. || 3208 | Leghorn ved ote gp | Se 
O208;|@icliy. ... .'. .. ... wre Hee. 
German Empire and Colonies: 3118 | South Italy... ont: eg Bae 
3196 | Baden ... ---1903) 4d. || 605 | Changes in the Distribution 
3145 | Chemnitz oy oe of Works of Art in the 
3129 | Estimates of the German Royal Galleries of 
Empire vont .-1904| 1d. Florence ... a oo} 1d, 
3221 | Frankfort-on-Main ...1903] 53d.|| 610 | Industrial Development of 
3153 | Germany ose eco yy | Ob. Italy ose ann w-| Lhd. 
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No. Place. Price|| No. Place. Price 
Netherlands : 3229 | Port Said and Suez. ...1903 a 
3136 | Amsterdam ... .--1903} 1d. || 3135 | Liberia .. bine bs 
3163 | Java we os 5) | 13¢.]] 3141 | Tunis... - 1902 ae. 
606 | Prospects of Growing Cotton 
Portugal: in the East Africa Pro- 
3187 | Beira ... om 1903) 14d. tectorate ... .| 1d. 
3211 | Chinde ... ose ee 607 | Country Produce T: "ra ffic on 
3183 | North Portugal » | 134. the Uganda Railway | 1d. 
3178 | South —_— rity ld. 
3210 | Tete oe oe il AMERICA, NORTH— 
Mexico: 
Roumania : $112 | Mexico... — 1902} 23d. 
3204 | Roumania 1903} 23d.|| 614 | Livestock in Mexico | 24d. 
Russia : United States of America: 
3206 | Batoum... a ---1903} 13d.|| 3175 | Boston ... oa .-.1903) 2d. 
3194 | Moscow... me 13d.|| 3185 | California, Nevada, 
3128 | Odessa ... see "1902 24d. Utah, and Arizona ... ,, | 23d. 
3232 (Agriculture) .. .1903] 14d.|| 3202 | Chicago... wus ose 'gg | OB. 
3142 | Poland and Lithuania... 5 | 24d.|| 3214 | Hawaii... ... 1902-03) 1d. 
3115 | Rostov-on-Don ---1902} 14d.|| 3133 | Maryland, Virginia, 
3173 ™ - -»- 1903} 23d. West Virginia, and 
Kentucky... .--1903] 23d. 
Servia: 3200 | New Orleans ... so « | 
3139 | Servia .... 1902 and nine 3159 | New York ~_ » | 24. 
months of 1903} 1d. || 3207 | Oregon, Washington, 
and Idaho, ... » | 23d. 
Spain: $161 | Philadelphia ... wee 9p | 240. 
3237 | Barcelona .-.1903} 24d.|| 3177 | Porto Rico... ove -pp | Bae 
3152 | Bilbao ... dee . 5, | 2$d.|| 3240 | Savannah hits wns iggy 
3195 | Cadiz ... see - » | 2a, || 3144 | Texas ... one ooo 99 | BEG 
3234 | Canary Islands o yt ae 
3165 | Galicia, Asturias, and AMERICA, CENTRAL— 
Leon ... -- 9 | 2$d.|| 3238 | Guatemala ... 1902-03] 13d. 
3188 | Malaga... iow 
AMERICA, SOUTH— 
Sweden : Argentina: 
3225 | Gothenburg ... .-.1903} 23d./| 3131 | Argentine Finances, 1902-03) 14d. 
$193 | Stockholm oe es od. 3157 | Rosario... sie .-. 1903} 1d. 
3123 | Sweden ---» 1902-04) 13d, 
3215 », (Supplementary) 1903 ld. Brazil : 
3217 | Brazil: Imports ...1902} 13d. 
Switzerland : 3209 | Porto Alegre ... ...1903} 1d. 
3150 | Switzerland --.1903} 4d. || 3191 | Rio Grande do Sul, 1901-03) 13d. 
617 | Railway Systems of Brazil) 10d. 
Turkey: 
3154 | Aleppo and Adana _...1903} 2d. Chile: 
$3235 | Baghdad we 5, | 1d. || 3124 | Coquimbo id. 
3168 | Basra ... » | 1d. 
3192 | Beirut and Coast of Colombia : 
Syria ... a . 5 | 1d, || 3114 | Colombia oe ---1903| 2$d. 
3140 Constantinople » 9 | 2hd. 
3224 | Erzeroum se “a. Paraguay : 
3223 | Palestine . » | 1d. || 3241 | Paraguay wes --- 1903) 14d. 
3170 | Smyrna a 1id. 
3160 | Trebizond vee — i ‘ Peru: 
8134 | Iquitos... eve 1903) 3d. 
AFRICA— 
3122 | Alexandria ... _ ...1902) 2d. Venezuela : 
3121 | Egypt ... . 1887-1902} 24d.|| 3203 | Caracas... ove »01903) 1d. 
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No. Place. Pre No. Place. Price 
WEST INDIES— 3212 | Japan ... ...1903) 23d. 
3205 | Hayti ...1903] 1d. || 3242 | North Formosa. ne o hoe 
3219 | Shimonoseki » | 1d. 
ASIA— 3228 | Yokohama » | 24. 
China: 
3174 | Chinkiang ---1903} 1d. Corea: 
3151 | Hankow «» 5, | 14$d.|| 3220 | Corea ...1903) 13d. 
3197 | Ichang ... ° @ ae 
3162 | Kiungchow .., » | 1d. Persia : 
3169 | Newchwang - 5 | 1d. || 3167 | Kerman eee 1903-04) 1d. 
3190 | Ningpo .. » | 34. || 3189 | Kermanshah ... “ 2id. 
3231 | Pakhoi ... » | 4d. || 3182 | Persian Gulf ... ...1903 3d. 
3155 | Swatow... “eo 
3127 | Tientsin 1900-03} 644d. Siam : 
; 3227 | Wuchow ie ...1903) 33d.|| 3143 | Chiengmai ---1902| 1}d. 
E 3158 | Wuhu ... _ ore | oe 
Japan: PACIFIC ISLANDS— 
8218 | Hakodate .--1903) 1d. || 3132 | Samoa ... " 1903) 1d. 


























Treaty Series. 


1904, may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


The following numbers of the Treaty Series issued since lst January, 











| No. Price. 
4 EUROPE— 
B ' Denmark : 
‘. _ Agreement between the Post Office of the United Kingdom 
3 and the Post Office of Denmark for the exchange of postal 
parcels one “ ese one coe ove 3d. 
Italy : 
3 Agreement between the United Kingdom and Italy pro- 
viding for the settlement by arbitration of certain classes 
of questions which may arise ... eos 4d. 
Spain: 
4 Agreement between the United Kingdom and Spain pro- 
viding for the Settlement by arbitration of certain classes 
of questions which may arise... 4d. 
AMERICA, NORTH— 
United States of America: 
1 Convention between the United States and Hong Kong for 
the establishment of a parcel post service ... 1d, 
2 Convention respecting Payment of Light and Harbour Dues 
by vessels of the United States in Zanzibar... 
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The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board)” 
of Trade was established in 1899, in consequence of a report by a Depart 4 
mental Committee, with a view to meet the constantly increasing demand § 
for prompt and accurate information on commercial matters in the 
interests of British trade, so far as it can be met by Government action, 
It is intended to be a centre at which information on all subjects of) 
commercial interest shall be collected and focussed in a form convenient) 
for reference. In addition, it is the duty of the Branch, as far as the 
interests of British Trade permit, to afford information in reply to enquirieg 
by traders on commercial matters. . 
The office is housed at No. 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., and 
(subject to the Comptroller-General of the Commercial, Statistical, and 
Labour Departments of the Board of Trade) is under the direction of) 
Mr. T. Worthington. The Intelligence Branch endeavours, on applicas 
tion being made to it either personally or by letter, to supply information 
with regard to the following subjects, viz.: Commercial Statistics; 
Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs and Customs Regulations} 
Lists of firms abroad engaged in particular lines of business in different 
localities; Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender; Sources ¢ 
Supply, Prices, &c., of Trade Products; Forms of Certificates of Origin;); 
Regulations concerning Commercial Travellers, &c., &c. 4 
In consequence of the transfer of the Imperial Institute to the Board: 
of Trade from the beginning of last year, the work formerly carried on by 7™ 
the Commercial Intelligence Offices of the Imperial Institute is now cons 7% 
ducted by the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade 
The Commercial Intelligence Branch is also in communication with” 
the Imperial Institute at South Kensington, of which Professor Wyndham 7% — 
Dunstan, F.R.S., has been appointed director by the Board of Trade. 7% ~ 
“Among the branches of work in charge of Professor Dunstan are the 7 
scientific investigation of the economic products of the British Empire © 
with a view to their commercial utilisation, and the superintendence of * 
the arrangement and classification of the Collections of these products = 
which are exhibited at the Institute. From time to time samples and 7 
specimens of raw and manufactured products will be shown in the sample ™ 
room at 73, Basinghall Street. & 
The “Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through 7% 
which intelligence collected by the Commercial Intelligence Branch and 7% ~ 
intended for general information is conveyed to the public. The @ 
“ Journal” is now issued weekly at the price of ld. Supplements to the © 
“ Board of Trade Journal” are issued quarterly, under the title of the 
“Imperial Institute Bulletin,” containing information and reports bear- @ 
ing on the work carried out in the Imperial Institute at South Kensington.” § 
CommerciaL DEPARTMENT, Boarp oF TRADE. . - 
May, 1904. a 
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